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Advertiſement to the Reader. 


HE Author of the enſuin | Pamphlet begs leave to 
advertiſe the Reader in the following Particulars: 


3 1. That what relates to the Diſſenters, he defires 
it ſhould be interpreted as ſpoken of a Party, and principally 
of their Leaders; and not extended to every particular Man 
among them; for that he is acquainted with N of them, 
whom he takes to be very ſincere and wpright Men, who love 
Peace and (Quietneſs, and will not be brought over to engage 
in the Deſigus of their Leaders, how much ſoever they may 
boaſt of their Cementing, and Union in every Projett Thoſe 
crafty Men think fit to ſet à foot. | 


2. That he now is, and ever was utterly againſt perſecuting 
Men for Matters of Opinion in Religion; and this he ſays to 
obviate an Objeftion : For he knows full well, that there are 
Some Men, who, becauſe a Man does not preſently fall in with 
all their Meaſures, 2 brand him as an \mmoderato 
Man, and w4 a per — Spirit, That * he es 
pon no account envyAbem their Liberty of Conſcience ; but 
would be glad (if it be poſſible) that it was yet more full, 
and to their compleat Content and Satisfaftion : but believes 
withal, that it would be much better for themſelves, as well as 
for the whole Nation, that they would fit down contented with it, 
And he cannot for his Life, perceive in what Inſtances, or by 
what manner of Con(equence, the Occaſional Bill ſhould affect 
the Toleration. | | 


3. That if they are diſpoſed for Places of Truſt and Power, 
and can = qualifie themſelves, he hopes tis no wrong to 
them, to deſire they may do it ſincerely and uprightly, accordin 


to that Gravity and Plainneſs that Religion requires of all 
| | Men 
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* Men, and more eſpecially in the greateſt and moſt ſolemn Acks 
it of it; and then he may aſſure them, that no Churchman will 
ewvy their Secular, no more than they will their Spiritual Ad- 
vantage that they may reap thereby. But to play faſt and looſe, 
to carry double Minds and double Practites, and in the moſt holy 
things too, is a Reproach upon the Men and the Religion they 
. profeſs. Therefore, I | 

4. What relates to Two others Parties, he defires no Abate- 


ment ; but that every Man of them Tap take it to themſelves, 
r of it: For Hypocriſie is 


and hopes they will do fo, and confide 
N odjous to God and Man, and cannot be too ſeverely treated. 


| F. That he is ſenſible ſeveral others have travail d in this 
Argument, and believes all have perform d well, and to ww" 
good purpoſe ; That he hath read two Books of the ſame Subject; 

ut he hopes he hath done no Injury to the worthy Authors, ha- 
ving (as he conceives) treated of it in a different Manner; 


tho probably the Reader may be of his mind, That the Per- 
| "formance is much inferiour to what thoſe worthy Men have 
| one before, 4 00 38 | 

| 

| 


3 

HEAT S are always in Diſguiſe, and muſt be wrapt 

up in ſome fair” Cover to make them paſs; for how'cor- 
. rupt ſoever Mankind is, as to be willing to deceive, yet 

no Man can be deceiv'd bare-fac'd ; 'tis an Argument 
of Folly to be cheated at all, but none are ſuch Fools 
as to be cheated with their Eyes open, they muſt firſt be dazzled 
and blinded wich fair and ſpecious Pretences. And ſo far as ſuch 
Pretenſions prevail, ſo far are the Perſons in danger on whom 

they prevail, The Miſchief always bears a Proportion to the 
Quality of the Fraud, and the Sphere in which it moves ; If it 
be baited for private and particular Men, the influence alſo is pri- 
vate and particular, and no Man ſuffers but he that Swallows the 
Gudgeon. But if it be laid for the Publick ; if the Deſign be a- 
gainſt the Conſtitution ; if a Nation, or a Church; are to be 
couzen'd, the whole is in Jeopardy, and the Men of Honeſty and 
Penetration, who ſee through all the Diſguiſes, are equally in- 
voly'd in the Common Danger, though not in the Guilt and Fol- 
ly: they are overwhelm'd with the Knavery and Polly of the reſt, 
and their ſeeing and diſcovering the Snares and Traps, will not 
prevent their being catch'd, but only augment the Smart of it, 
and their foreſight both antedates and inflames the Miſery. If the 
Mines be dug, and the Trains laid, and a Party within ready to 
joyn the Party without: If thoſe whoſe proper buſineſs it is, either 
do not ſee this, or connive at it if they do, it will require no 

Prophecy to foretel the Event. 1 1 


The Eſtabliſhment of the Church of 1 and the fencing 
it with all the Mounds of Law, has always been the Care of the 
Government, and particularly ſince the Reformation: And altho' 
the principal End of this ſeems to be in order to the Salvation of 
Souls, the Conſtitution being Pure, \Primitive, Apoſtoljcal, and 
admirably fitted to promote the Ends of Piety and Religion s yet 
there is a leſs principal End, but a very great End too, and that is 
the Security of the State it ſelf, The Church is undoubtedly the 
{ſtrongeſt Pillar of the State, and all wiſe Governments ever 
thought ſo. By the Church, I mean the Church of England, as 
ic ſtands diſtinguiſhed in it ſelf, and diſtinguiſh'd by Law too, 
from all Sects of all Denominations. This Church doth not only 
bear a mighty Figure in the Commonweal, and is firmly knit and 
united with the other great — of the ara 
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hath moreover always been the great Care of the State, to ſecure 


it in its Rights and Privileges, to fortify it againſt all Encroach- 


ments and Invaſions. And (till there aroſe a Protean Monſter un- 
der the Stile and Character of Occaſional Conformity, which firſt 


trick'd the Laws in being, and hath ſince eluded all Attempts that 
might provide againſt it) hath always made new Proviſions and 


new Fences of Security, according to new Emergences and Occa- 
ſions. And for the Proof of this, I Appeal to the ſeveral Adts of 
Parliament made in favour of the Church of England : The Legal 
Securities thereby given' to the Church, are too many to be reci- 
red at large, and too weighty to be recited by halves. I ſhall 
therefore at preſent only mention one ſingle one, and that is, that 
the Law hath taken as much care, as tis poſlible for Law to take, 
that every Perſon, who enters into the Eccleſiaſtical State, or has 
any Benefit or Advantage thereby, be entirely, and e animo of 
the Church of England. No Man can take Orders, or any Pre- 
ferments, in the Church, but he is-oblig'd to give all the Teſti- 
mony, that a Man can give, by Subſcriptions, Declarations, 
Oaths, Engagements, thar he does heartily believe and approve 
the Doctrine, Diſcipline, Ceremonies of the Church; and upon 
the Omiſſion of any one of theſe, his Preferments are void. And 
a Power is lodg'd in the Biſhops and Eccleſiaſtical Courts to in- 


quire into the Conduct of Spiritual Men, to ſee that the Orders 


and Rules of the Church be punctually obſerved, and to puniſh 
the neglects with ſuitable Cenſures, extending even to Excomuni- 
cation and Deprivation: And it is not poſſible for the Wit of Man 


to contrive a better Method for the Security of the Eſtabliſhment. 


Let every Man that is within the Church be true to the Conſti- 
tution; let him be true to his own Oaths and Subſcriprions, and the 
Church ſtands like a Rock, and need not apprehend any Storms 
ab extra. But the Eccleſiaſtical Body is like the Natural. The 
Humours putrify within, and Worms bred and nouriſhed in her 
Bowels, bring all her Diſeaſes and Calamities. Our Lord himſelf 
had a Judas in his own Family, and his Church has many; Owen, 
Manton, Calamy, Burges, Marſhal, Burton, Goodwin, Twiß, and great 
numbers more were heretofore Men of the Church, (moderate Men 
I ſuppoſe) who had taken the Oaths, and paſs'd the Subſcriptions. 
J hope the Church is not ſo mach throng'd with them now; never- 
theleſs tis apparent there are too many, and ſome of them digni- 
fied and diſtinguifh'd : And it runs Parallel with the faſhionable 
New Doctrine, as there is Occaſional Conformity, ſo I fear there is 


, Occaſional Swearing, Occaſicnal S ubſcribing, and Occaſional Declaring ;. 


meaning, they take the Oaths, Subſcribe, and Declare, upon ſuch an 
S OC 


in the Church, and does not uſe 


TT m 


| occaſion, and for ſuch a Purpoſe, to get aBiſhoprick,a Deanry,or ſo. 


But this is Temporary, their conſtant Opinions are clear contrary, 
their Hearts, Minds, and Affections, are with the Faction. And 
from hence there are Two Things that deſerve to be recom- 
mended to Obſervation: The A is, That whoſoever is with- 

is Power and Intereſt to pro- 
mote the Welfare and Eſtabliſhment of it and much more, if 
he obſtructs and prevents it as far as he can, he is in the 


Church, but not of it; he is occaſionally there for his own pur- 


poſes, but not for thoſe of the Church, and will certainly be- 
tray it whenever there is a fit Opportunity, and a Conjunction 


of ſuch Circumſtances as he may find his Account in it. The 


Second is, That no Ties nor Obligations of Law cr Conſcience 
can with-hold Men inclin'd to Schiſm and Faction, except there 
be at the ſame time a ſufficient Power and Authority to reſtrain 


them: For Oaths and Engagements did never yet bind a Schiſ- 
matick or a Rebel, nor never will. | 


III. 

From the Conſideration of theſe Two Paragraphs, That 
Frauds, what Poyſon ſoever they carry within, are always 
gilded without, and propos d with the faireſt outſide the Artiſt 
is able to Dreſs them in: That in proportion to the Extent 
and value of the thing aimed at, is the Conſequence of more 
or leſs Danger That if it be a Branch of the Eſtabliſhment 
the Managers have in view, the Conſequence may prove- fatal 
to the whole; that the Church of England is the Pu lick Eſta- 
bliſhment ; the Concern of the Government ; the Concern of 
the Laws; and the Concern of all good Men. And from hence 


the firſt Queſtion is, Whether the Gentlemen of the Facul- 
ty are not gilding over a —_— Pill, and drefling up a Trojan 
e 


Horſe to enter our Walls, poſſeſs our Bulwarks, and put our 
Selves, our Intereſts and Securities, into the Hands of the Con- 
trivers? Or, (to ſpeak without a Metaphor) Whether at this 
time, under fair and plauſible Pretences, there are not Deſigns 


laid very much to weaken, if not totally to undermine the 


Church of England, to make it uſeleſs and inſignificant to all 
purpoſes of the Church, and to all purpoſes of State too, if not 


_ utterly to overthrow it, and break it to pieces as heretofore. 
And if there be, then the Second Queſtion is, Whether every 


Man, whe loves the Church and State, is not in Duty and 


Intereſt obliged to exert all his Power, Skill, and Gunning, to 
countermine thoſe Deſigns, and to preſerve the Eſtabliſhment ? 


This is a neceſlary Inference drawn from the former; * 
the 
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the Firſt be proved, the Second every Man w 


Senſe or Conſcience, Honour or Honeſty, or is fit for any Truſt in 


the World. Some perhaps may fay it is God's Church, and he. 


will take care; but this is an hypocritical Cover for Lazineſs 


and Inſincerity; there is nothing in the World that we have 


any regard for, that ſhall want our beſt Endeavours. If our 
Wives and Children are in Danger, if our Eſtates and Fortunes 


are liable to Spoil and Rapine, Will we leave all to God? No, 


we ſhall exert all our Powers, try all our Friends, and make all 
the Intereſt we are able. And if we ſee the Wild Boar of the 


Foreſt rooting up the Mounds of the Church, if it be in our 


Power to keep him out ; if we ſupinely negle& our beſt En- 
deavours, and cry out, God will take care; we affront God, 
abuſe his Providence, and moſt commonly lay up a Title to Ven- 


geance, God may ſecure his Church without them, but thoſe 
who thus mock him, are likely, and for that reaſon the more 


likely to be exempted from the Benefit of that Security, they 
la not ſo much as put their helping hands to. 


- | . „ genes 
That there has been from the Days of Queen Elizabeth a reſt- 


leſs Party, ( the Spawn of the Jeſuits) who ( 1 all the Ways 
and Means that Malice joyn'd with Cunning and 
contrive) have endeavour'd the Deſtruction of the Church of 


England, is too notorious to be denied, and need not therefore 


be much inſiſted on. A Party ſo indefatigable in Miſchief, ſo 
ſharp and eager in the Purſuit of it, that no Diſappointments 


can diſcourage, no Laws reſtrain, no Puniſhments deter; but 


they follow their Game through all Difficulties ; they purſued 


it quite through the Reign of two Princes, and brought it to 
Perfection in the third, that is, rhey entirely ruined both Church and 


Stare ; à Story in all its Circumſtances ſo black and ghaſtly, ſo 
horrid and Diſmal, that no Age, no Place can parallel from the 
beginning of the World. *Tis an Original of Villany, no Pat- 
tern for it in the Examples of former Ages, and will for ever 


bs inimitable by all Poſterity, _— y themſelves : And 
av 


when we have heard with our Ears, have ſeen with our Eyes, 


and have freſh in our Memories, ſuch tragick and terrible In- 
ſtances ated by this very Party: Have we any need of Incite - 
ments to awaken our Sufpicion and Jealouſy, to make us al- 
ways to ſtand upon our Guard, and to arm our ſelves with the 
utmoſt Vigilance and Caution, that Prudence can direct? Are 

theſe 


ill make for him- 
ſelf, and conclude, that he ought to do ſo. Every Man, I 
mean, who is entirely of the Church of England, and hath either 


nduſtry could 
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theſe Arguments of Truſt and Confidence to invite us to deliver 
our ſelves. into their Hands, who haye deyoured.our Fathers? 
Are theſe: Reaſons to admit them to Offices and Power, Who 
following theic. own Inclinations, and ayowed Principles, net- 
ther can, nor will make any other uſe of them, but to involve 
us and the whole Nation in the ſame inexpreſſible Calamities, 
we have once before ſuffered under their Hands? There is no 
need of conſummate Prudence, or deep Foreſight, one Grain of. 
common Diſcretion is ſufficient ; and, if after all we ſhall neg- 
le& that Quarter, and take no care to guard the Avenues, we 
are prepar'd for Bondage, and muſt put on that heavy Yoke 
which our Fathers were not able to bear. Look into the Party, 
and into their Pamphlets, and ſee if they are not acted by 
the ſame Spirit and Tem er Which inſpired their Fathers, and 
| eng the very ſame, Deſigns. They take the boldneſs to 
ſpend al the Eloquence they are Maſters of, in making Pane- 
yricks on Rebels and Schiſmaticks, and Canonizing them for 
aints, which plainly ſhews, they would act the ſame things if 
they could, and will infallibly act them if ever they are able. 
The Spirit of Mr, Calamy, the Grand-Father, is doubled upon. 
the Grand-Son ; and if any Man has a mind to make the Com- 
pariſon, he may find in the preſent Age a parallel for all the 
renowned Heroes of Sedition that went before, and that the 
Church of England ſtands exactly on the ſame Terms with them, 
it did with their Fathers. And if any Man can doubt of this, 
let him caſt his Eye upon Scotland, where he will ſee a flouriſh- 
ing Epiſcopal Church trodden under foot, and the old Doctrine 
of Root Jays Branch teviv'd, and exemplified with a Brutiſh and, 
Diabolical Rage. And is it poſſible to believe that the Pre/- 
byrerians, in England, are other things from the Presbyterians in 
cotland ? That thoſe, who on the other fide the Tweed are 
Wolves and Tigers, on this fide are all meek Lambs and Sheep? 
That thoſe who in Scotland have tore up E 2 with the ut- 
moſt Barbatity and Inhumanity ; in this Nation they will lend 
their helping Hands to ſupport it, or will not moleſt it, when it 
may be as much in their power, as it is now in their covenanting 
Brethren. If any Man can believe this, he ought to diveſt himſelf 
of Humane Nature, and be ranked amongſt the ſtupid Animals; 
all Reaſon is loſt upon him, he cannot ſee an Inch before him, 
nor apprehend any Danger, till the Knife is at his Throat, or a 
naked Sword in his Bowels : And all that can be ſaid to ſuch 


Men, is Quo perdere vult Jupiter, tos dementat. 
SF - V. 


= UTI 2 


£ C29 a — — — ** 
2 "Aa Ü —— 6.4 p ö oo — — — 
. A ⁵⅛· wm ³¹¹äö . . £22. 
* 


oor reno if IE NE F * 


The old way of attacking the Church of England, was by 
hardeſt Names they could think on; Babylon and Amtichrift, Pe- 


| ox ig Idolatry, Superftition and Will-Worſhip, were the Nas 
ra 


e Terms they beſtow'd on the Eſtabliſh'd Worſhip'; and 
Baal's Priefts, and Dumb Dogs ſerv'd them to Deſcribe the Biſhops 
and Clergy. Bur fince the Days of Occaſional Conformity, this Me- 
thod is grown a little out of faſhion ; and it was abſolutely neceſ- 
fary it ſhould be ſo, for their own ſakes I mean, and not the leaſt 
Abatement of their Venom towards us. For if kneeling at the 


Communion be Idolatry, then every Occaſicnal Conformift, is an 


Idolater (For I hope, occaſional Idolatry is Idolatry). And 


then I Would fain know 'which way theſe Gentlemen of Diſ- 


cipline can keep fated Communion with Tdelaters. So that had 
the old Game gone on, there would have been no need of the 
Bill againſt Occaſional Confirmity, For upon theſe terms the Occa- 


frnal Conformiſts muſt either have renounc'd his Occaſional Con- 


formity, or his fated Communion, and the Diſſenters themſelves ' 
muft have done the, ſame thing the Bill would do, and hays 
thruft him out from among them. So that we ſee a Plain Rea- 
fon why the Cry is a little ſunk on that ſide of the Queſtion ; 
but let not the Church of England be over-confident : For this 
is Occaſional toe, to ſerve a preſent turn; but upon another Oc- 
caſion, They can make us as Idalatrous, Antichriſtian, and as much 
Baal's Priefts as heretofore. They have now other Irons in the 
Fire: A new Engine is ſet up, under the Cloak and Diſguiſe 
of Moderation 3 and they call it by that Name, and tis to be 
Twallow'd under that Gilding. This they dreſs up as fine 
as. they are able, beftow all the artificial Ornaments and 
Embelliſhments that their little Eloquence can reach to. Ti- 
the Mipreſi of all Pertues, the Summ if Religion, the Raug of the 
Mind, the Harmony of the Werld, and the Cement of humane Society ; 
and therefore being fo very beautiful and ſweet, and fo very 
wholſome too, the Concluſion. is, it ought to be taken by all 
Perſons to whom they preſcribe it. This is very fubrilly con- 
triv d to make the Church Flo de ſe, and to lay violent hands on 
her felf ; and if it be taken according to their Preparation, and 
operates as they would have it, it will, make the Church eat up 
her ſelf, pull down her own Pillars, and throw open her Fen- 
ces; they have nothing to do, but to ſit ſtill, and ſee the Work 
done by the Church's owh Hands. Theſe are the Politicks of 
their Popiſh Fathers; when they had try'd all other Artifices, they 


as laſt pitch'd upon this, to ſow Schiſm and Diviſion in the 


Church; 


5 _ . C. eas. ee her hes rat — Oat , 


endeavouring to 
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againſt the other till both are ruined, and they gather up the 


Stakes. Hence the Diſtinction of the High and Low Church ; 


and hence it is that they are ſtroking ſome (whether, Fools or | 


Knaves) under the Character of Moderate Men, and branding 


others with all the Terms of Scorn, Ignominy and Reproach, 


that they can invent. And ' hitherto the Device hath taken; 
and if this Method goes on with that Succeſs that it hath dons 


for ſome Years paſt, it will ſoon bring this to the Iſſue they ex- 
pect and wiſh for: The Church will fall into their hands 


and be mederated into the Schifm ; For what can be otherwiſe 


expected, when there is a ſtrong party without carry ing on 
the Aſſault, and a Party within ready to — to them g 


when thoſe Who ſhould guard the Avenues, ſhould ſet , ths 


Watch, ſhould lead the Forces, and govern the Fortreſs, are 


themſelves tampering and treating with the Enemy ; are actu- 
ally upon terms with them, own them, and have the Conft- 
dence to appear in publick for them. This is plainly the Caſe 


of the Church of England, and which had long ſince been dropt 
into the Schiſm, had it not been for the generous, as well as 
vigorous Oppoſition of the worthy Lay Gentlemen of the En- 


gliſh Communion, and ſome of: the Superiour and Inferiour 
Clergy. And. it muſt be confeſs'd that if it prevails, it will be 
of far more pernicious conſequence than any Affliction that 
hath hitherto befel this Church ſince the Reformation. The 
Calamities their Fathers brought upon the Church, were indeed 
very dreadful; but thoſe affected only the Grandeur, Splendor, 


the Revenues: and Eftabliſhment : whatſoever was outward in 


the Church, fell under the Violence of their Hands; but the beſt 


part, the Principles of the Church were {till entire, and in 
its loweft and moſt [perſecuted State, thoſe of the Church, 
both ſuffer d for, and adher'd to her Principles. But here 
is a Device to poyſon her Principles, to corrupt the Vitals, ' 
and make her rotten at Heart; and if the Principles are 


loſt, whatſoever become of the Honours and Revenues, the 


Church is gone. But perhaps the Moderate Gentlemen can diſpenſe 
with that, if — can but enjoy the Perquiſites; like Hudibras, | 


if they can but 


ave the Portion, the Lady may diſpoſe her 


{elf where ſhe pleaſes. But let them not Dream, for even this 


Trick will fail them ; for whatever cry the Party may make 


4 


againſt the Ceremonies, tis the Revenues they have in view; 
We 1 \ ä 
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Church; and from thence ſprung up this very Generation, who 
are now er their Fathers; and by a ſine Stratagem are 
pread Faction in the Church, to ſet them one 


1 
it) 
Wk | \ 


and if every thing in Controverſie were delivered up to them, 
except they can have their ſhare of the Revenues and Profits, 
their Conſciences are ſo very tender, they will not be ſatisfied. 
Tis a mighty Miſtake, to think that the Weakneſs of our Bre- 
thren conſiſts in boggling at a Ceremony or two. Alas! their 
Tenderneſs is made up of Envy, Ambition, Covetouſneſs, and 
Sacrilege; and to ſee the Profits of the Church 1 by any 
body but themſelves, is a fundamental Scruple. If therefore 
you think ever to give them compleat ſatisfaction, you muſt de- 
live over into their Hands all the Revenues of the Church , 
and then their Conſciences will be ſatisfied as to you, and. 
their Scruples will be turned one againſt another; for then they 
will quarrel among themſelves who ſhall have moſt. And 
what, I pray, means all this Noiſe of Moderation, Occaſional Con- 
formity, and the like? Why, truly to fatisfie the Scruples of their 
 Conſciences, that they may come into Places of Honor and 
Profit. The Concluſion from hence is, let Men be as Moderate as 
they will, or as Moderate as the Party would have them, if ever 
they get the Game in their hands, they will make them take 
one itep more of Moderation, and moderate their Fortunes 
too, and perhaps reduce them to the Moderation of the 
Church of Scotland, to beg their Bread, and to ſubſiſt upon 
Charity, i | | 
When any thing is propoſed and recommended, eſpecially if 
it be to Exceſs, tis the part of a wiſe Man to conſider nat only _ 
the nature of the thing it ſelf, but the end alſo for which it is 
propos'd : Meodcratim is a conſiderable Vertue, makes a great 
Figure in Religion and needs no Man's Eloquence to fer it off, 
but hath Beauty enough of its own to recommend it. Theſ 
Men have flouriſh'd and dawb'd it over, and dreſs d it up with 
ſo many fine Trimmings, as if it were a Sight to be ſeen, and 
they were to get Money by it; which does no right to Mode- 
tion (for Vertue always both is, and ſhews beſt, in its own ſhape.) 
but only fits it for their Uſe ; like Mountebanks who cram the 
News-Papers with Advertiſements in commendation of the 
nughty Efficacy of their Medicines ; that they have Pills, Pows ' 
ders, — which will purifie the whole Maſs of Blood 


fortifie the Heart, Stomach, Brain, and all the Vitals, expel all | 
ſcorbutick and Venomous Taints from the Center, preſerve 
Life, reſtore Radical Moiſture, and as many more things as 
— leaſe; and this publiſh'd, not for the ſake of filthy Lucre, 
ut for the good of Mankind, that thoſe in diſtreſs may not 
. want 


N * a * K * * „ 18 > r 2 + OE! 8 * 
N r. un 1 ; 
«a vs 

| | ] 


want the Benefit of ſuch ſtupendous Medicines. Now what is all 
this for? not one Tittle for the vertue of the Receipts (if they 
have any) and as little for the Benefit of Mankind; but for the 
pure and ſole Advantage of their own dear ſelves, that the 
fooliſh People of the Nation may be lur'd to purchaſe their 
Stuff, and fill their Pockets. The famous John Puntem in 62. 
or 63. ſet up a Stage at Oxford ; and the laſt day but one of his 
Appearance, after his Markets were over, he tells the People, 
That this being both a Famous Univerſity and a Famom City, and 
where he had received preat Civility and great Encouragement ; he 
weuld expref bit Reſpeòt and Gratitude in a manner not very uſual to 
Men of hu Profeſſion ; and that the next Stage-day (which would be 
the laſt of his orcs there) he would give a Shilling to every one 
that pleas d. This amus'd his Auditory, but however brought a 
great Multitude together to fee the Event: And then he tells 
them, That the day before he had made a conſiderable Promiſe to them, 
that he was mindful of it, and did reſolve to make it good in every 
Particular; and then takes up his Trinkets between his Thumb 
and two Fingers, and with great Gravity tells them, That aubere- 
- as heretofore he had all along ſold that Parcel of excellent Medicines for 
half a Crown, he would now purely for their ſakes ſell the ſame Parcel 
for eighteen Pence, and conſequently every Purchaſer would thereby gain 
a Shilling ; and ſo he had compleatly exonerated. himſelf of the Promiſe 
be bad made to them. This made the Half-crown Purchaſers a 
little Chagrin, but however took with the Crowd, who thought 
themſelves mightily oblig'd ; and he fold more of his Medicines 
by that Stratagem, than he had done in all the ſeven Weeks he had 
been there before. And the truth of the Caſe, was this, in all 
that time he had but ſluggiſh Markets, and a great Load of his 
Medicines lay upon his Hands, and he thought of this Divice to 
get them off, The famous City and Univerſity might ſink or ſwim, 
and the Crowd might ſhift as they pleas'd ; all the Reſpect, Gra- 
ticude and Goodneſs, was only to get rid of his Medicines, and 
take their Money, to fell two peny-worth of Stuff tor Eighteen 
Pence. And here we have a true Emblem of theſe Gentle- 
mens Moderation, They extoll it to the Skies, and make it a 
greater Vertue than in truth it is. But then they play 
the Monntebank with it. "Tis not the Vertue they look 
at, but the Device and Stratagem, and how ſerviceable it may 
be to gain the Ends they aim at. They can do as much to the 
contrary Extreme, if the Seaſon was but ripe for it, and the 
Circumſtances proper. They can beſtow as fair Words and 
as fine Epithets on fiery and intemperate Zeal ; and lay out (as — 
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have done heretofore) all the Bleſſings in the Bible upon ir. 
But their Buſineſs. now. is not to ſtorm the Church, but to lull 
it aſleep; to make us relax our Care, quit our Defences, and 
neglect our Safety, till they have done their Buſineſs ; And it 
ſeems they have pitch'd upon Moderation as a Charm to work 
us into this State of Stupidity. They uſe it therefore, 
not as a Vertue, but as a Tool or Inſtrument to work with. 
And let Moderation be as great a Vertue as they would have it, 
if the Buſineſs they have with it is only to circumvent their 
Neighbours, they apply it viciouſly, and make it ſubſervient to 
Purpoſes that Moderation is a perfect Stranger to. Suppoſe, for 
inſtance, the Evil one, having a mind to corrupt the Good Seed, 
finds himſelf prevented-by the Vigilance of the Husbandman ; 
he therefore tells him, that the want of Sleep is very prejudici- 
al both to the Body and Mind ; it impairs the Strength, breeds 
Wearineſs in the Limbs, Confuſion in the Memory, Dulnefs in 
the Senſes, and in fine, endangers a Phrenſie or Atrophy : On 
the contrary, Sleep is of wonderful Advantage, is a Repoſe 
from-Cares, reſtores the Strength, helps the Digeſtion, recreates 
the Vital and Animal Spirits, quickens all the Powers of Nature, 
and enables Men to perform their Buſineſs with Vigour and A- 
lacrity : That therefore he would do well to watch leſs, and fleep 


more, and take a good Doſe of Opium: Which being comply'd 
with, he takes his Opportunity; and while the Husbandman 
was aſleep, does his Buſineſs, and ſows Tares among the Good 
Seed. Now, tho every Word that was ſpoken of Sleep, was ſtridtly 

true, yet for all that twas RE preſcrib'd and Fooliſhly fol- 


low'd, The Pretenſions were right and true in the Premiſes, 
but the Application abominably falſe and treacherous. What- 
ſoever therefore Moderation may be in it ſelf, tis with them a 
Gin and a Trap: And tho' when it comes to us in the Habit of 
Vertue, it deſerves from us all Reſpe&t and Veneration ; yet 
when 'tis made a Covering for a Snare, it ought to be well 
conſider'd, and well view'd on all Hands. We very well re- 
member the Guiſe of their Fathers, who had always a great 
deal of Religion in their-Mouths ; but the Uſe and Application 
was always alſo Schiſm and Rebellion, the Ruin and Deſtru- 
ction of Church and State; and all their Villainies were acted 
under the Mask of Godlineſs. The beſt things are capable of 
being miſapply'd, and then they prove the worſt, Let it be 
granted then, that Moderation is a great Vertue; and if they 
will have it ſo, one of the greateſt: Then in the firſt place, 
the greater the Hypocriſie in abuſing and miſ- applying it; and 


mm. 


55 | 
in the ſecond place, the greater need have we to be cautious, 
and look about us. When the Devil quoted Scri ture, it 
Was deſignd for a Temptation, even to our Bleſſed Saviour 

himſelf. | . | 


If Moderation be fo mighty a Vertue in it ſelf, and at che 
ſame time ſo mightily eſteem'd by them, a Man would imagine 
that the natural conlequence of this would be, the laying out 
their Care and Pains in- propagating * among themſelves, and 
in their own Flocks. How can they better evidence the value 
they have for ſo great a Vertue, than by planting and cultiva- 
ting it in the. Minds of their own People; and ſo certainly they 
would, if chey had but half that reſpect for it which they pre- 
tend: They would find work enough at home to temper and 
qualifie a ſtubborn and perverſe Generation, and would have 
but little leiſure to ſtep out of their Province to teach the 

Church of England, who have able and honeſt Guides enoughof 
their own, and need not learn of them how to inſtru their 
reſpective Flocks in Moderation, or any other Vertue.. Mode- 
ration is truly taught, and truly practis d too, in the Church of 
England ; but with them tis neither preach'd nor practis d; bus 
they have ſet up a Pſeudo-Vertue, and that not for themſelves, but 
calculated for us: And they would fain perſwade the Church 
of England to ſwallow the Counterfeit: And in order to this 
they have annex d abundance of ſoveraign Vertues to it. "Twill 
leaf. ber Breaches, and give us favour in the Eyes of Diſſenters: 
And if the Church will but put on this white Robe of Modera - 
ion, it will make her, like the Sun, bright and illuſtrious, and 
more venerable than any that went before: Whereas, after all, 
tis the Shirt of Hercules, (Which had many Vertues aſcrib'd to it 
too) but was no ſooner put on, but it poyſon'd the Body, and 
fll'd jt with incredible "Torments, which nothing but Death 
and the Fire could put an end to. They may celebrate as much 
as they pleaſe ; but if the Sound of Moderation be not heard a- 
mong them, tis plain they do not believe one word of it them- 
ſelves. And is it not very fine, that thoſe who were always 
loading the Church with the blackeſt Calumnies and Reproa- 
ches, ſhould all of a ſudden become ſo very tender of the Ho- 
nour and Reputation of it, that when they have in their Hands 
one of the brighteſt Vertues, the moſt ſhining Graces, ſhould 
pretermit their own People, and freely beſtow it on their old 

Friend the Church of England. We have an Example before 
us: They once promisd to make King Charles the Firſt a moſt. 

= = glorious 


and inferiour Ran 

Look into the Deſc 
Alen, and you will find nothing Superlative in the Character; 
on the contrary, they always repreſent them in ſuch Terms of 
Diminution and Abatement, as if they were rather the Objects 
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- Blorious King; and they were as — as their Words; but ic 


was by his Airyrdom: Their Violence and Wickedneſs made 
him glorious, not their Duty and Kindneſs : And if they have 
any Glory in ſtore for the Church, we may be ſure it will be 

of the ſame Nature and Ge. S 


It is a little ſurprizing, and will certainly be ſo to any Man, 
who is acquainted with their Schemes of Religion, how any 
moral Vertue ſhould come ſo much into their Favour, as to be ad- 


vanc d and magnify'd in ſo high a Degree. Every Man who 


knows any thing of their Notions, knows withal, that ( howe- 
ver it is in the Church of England) with them Morality is but a 


dull and inſipid thing: That a Man poſleſs'd-of all moral Vertues, 


and carefully and ſincerely practiſing them; the beſt Character 
they can afford him, is of a Plain Moral Man, and they will 
hardly admit him to be a Chriſtian. I do not fay, nor mean, 
that they are Antinomians; but this I ſay, that altho' they do 
admit theſe to have a place in Religion, yet it is in ſuch a low 
k, as if they hardly deſerv'd their Pains. 
criptions they give of Morality and moral 


of their Pity and Scorn, than Veneration. They can hardly 
mention them without an Air of Contempt; and if ever they 
come in their way, they rarely fail to fix on them ſome Marks 
of their Diſ-eſteem. Whence then is it that one ſingle Branch 
of Morality (and that not the greateſt, tho all are conſiderable) 
hath ſo wonderfully charm'd them? What hath open d their 
Eyes to ſee the Beauty and Excellency of one Plain moral Ver- 
tue which they could never before diſcern in them all together? 
Are they come over to the Church of England in this point? 
I would to God they were; I ſhould eſteem it one of the hap- 
pyeſt Days of my Life : for then I ſhould hope in a ſhort time 
to ſee the Church at Unity, the Nation at peace, and all happy. 
For whatever is pretended, Vice only breeds the Schiſm, and 
Vice only nouriſhes it. Conſcience is the Pretence; but (what- 
ever ſome well-meaning and ſincere Men may be made. to be- 
lieve) Conſcience hath nothing at all to do in the matter. Tis 
Pride, Paſſion, Self-love, Envy and ſuch other immoral Princi- 
ples that are the Grounds and Cauſes of Schiſm and Confuſion: 
And what has Conſcience to do with ſuch things, or ſuch things 
to do with Conſcience, except it be to uſe it = a Cover, or 
* 5 Stalking- 
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. _ Stalking-Horfe? Men may therefore Rare for ever, and bring 
the moſt ſatisfactory Reaſons in the World to prove the Necefhy 
8 of Unity; the Authority of the Church, the Innocency, and 
Uſefulneſs of the Ceremonies, This is but beating the. Wind; 
the Plaiſter is apply d to the wrong Sore; they are not, never 
will be fatisfied, till theſe Vices are reform d. And where the 
Conſcience is not ſo weak, as the Paſſions are ſtrong, Morality is 
the only proper and adequate Cure: And would theſe Gentle- 
men be but in good earneſt ; would they praiſe this. Vertue fo 
long till themſelves fall in love with that, and all the reſt ; was 
Humility, Meekneſs, Patience, Obedience, Charity, yea, and Moderar 
tion too, ſufficiently fix'd on the Minds and Conſciences of 
Men, the Noiſe of Diſcord and Diviſion would ſoon ceaſe ; 
we ſhould ſee them, in their lovely Fruits of Peace, Unity and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt 3 and the Church would be amongſt us 
what it is in it ſelf, an Emblem of the State above. But if this 
be not the caſe, as it is too evident that it is not, if their Sen- 
timents are not chang'd at all; If Morality bears the ſame figure 
with them now as it always did, then tis too plain that theſe are 
- fictitious and treacherous Praiſes, not to regommend a Ver tue, 
but to ſweeten a naſty Potion : For to commend unmeaſurabl 
what we do not admire our ſelves, is a Mixture of Hypacriſie — | 
Fraud, to abuſe the credulous, and pur off falſe Wares. _ 


And it is yet more unaccountable how it comes to. paſs 
that among all the Vertues, they ſhould pitch upon 4 
to exerciſe their Faculties upon; there is nothing in the World 
more contrary to them to all intents and purpoſes. Their Prin- 
ciples and Moderation is a Compoſition of Fire and Water; a 
Mixture of contradictions which deſtroy one another. Had the 
Theme been Zeal, and that very bitter and intemperate, the Au- 
thors and the Subject would have agreed very well: But to be- 
Now their Encomiums on Moderation, is to blacken themſelves, 
and libel their whole Party. To lay out their Talent in wri- 
ting Panegyricks on Wild-fire and Gunpowder, on things that 
would enflame the World, and turn it upſide down, would be 
to ſpeak themſelves, to celebrate their own Spirit and Temper ; 
and they have numerous Examples among themſelves to illu- 
*#lrare it. The Topicks are in their own hands, and they have 
.A, large Field of Matter before them; They have the whole 
Hiſtory of this Nation for Eighteen Years together, to ſhew 
of what make their Moderation is; Tis the Moderation of Rebel- 
lion and Kang-killing, of _— and Sacrilege, of a 
3 1 | and 


and Beggering all the Loyal and Orthodox, of Hrſt ſpoiling 
_ the Cloth * State, ad then dividing the Spoils among 
themſelves. Tis, in ſhort, a Moderation that delights in Blood 
and Rapine: And without going ſo far backward, we ſee 
at this very day in Scerland, that tis the Mederation of a 
Whirlwind and furious Tempeſt that overturns all before it. 
And I think I may defie all the Party to ſhew me one lingle 
Inftance of true Moderation ever exercisd by them, or any of 
them, whenever it was in their power to do-otheewiſe. And as 
are their Practices, fo are their Doctrines. Every Man knows 
that their Rigid Diſciphine (call d by them the Scepter of Chrift ) 
muſt be ſubmitted to by all; and if they will not ſubmit wil- 
lingly, they muſt be made to do it; and whenever they were 
able they never fail'd'to make them ſubmit with a Vengeance: . 
There is no Medium between ſubmitting and ſtarving. Such 
then is their Moderation, and ſuch are the Fruits of it; Modera- 
ien in the complexion of a Fury, and dreſsd up with: 
Snakes and Scorpions. 'Tis, in ſhort; the Moderaricn of the 
Inquiſition, or of the Ten Perſecutions 3 or, if you like it better, 
in Mr. Fohyſon's Phraſe, tis the Moderation of the Bow-ſtring, 
Arbitrary, Fierce, Inhumane, Crurl, and Bloody. And now let 
every Man try his Temper, and ſee if he can gueſs what 
a meaſure of Confidence is requiſite to qualify theſe Men 
to tuke the Name of Adcration into their Mouths without 
Shame and Confuſſon. It certainly requires a hard Heart and a 


bard Forehead too, for Men to ſpeak with a good Grace of that 


which directly Reptoaches and Condemns themſelves ; every 
od Word they give it, is a Reflection ujjon themſelves, and 
ics in their Faces ; their Panegyricks on Moderation, are juſt 
fo many Satyrs and Invectives on them and their re ut 
that be to themſelves, we have nothing to do wich their Mode- 
at this time, and we ſuppoſe their Afodeſy and Aſochration are 
oth alike, It is, we confeſs, ſomewhat uncouth and unnatura! 
for the Doctrine of At to come recommended from the 
moſt immoderare Party under the Sun. "Tis like the Arbeif teach» 
ing Religion ; the Prefligete, Virtus; however the things are 
god, though the "Teachers ure unequal and ſtark naught ; the 
Praites of Afaderation indeed look awkardly from their gre 
and are apt to turn the Stomach, but the thing is good, anc 
fey may take their liberty: we ſhave nothing to ſay againſt 
thelr Aloderation, it they have any, which we do not know. 
But our Buſineſs is to watch and provide againſt tber Iymoderate= 
which we do know ; and more eſpvcially at this time, —_ 
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kor this reaſon, becauſe they are now ſo buſy, and rampetin 
with Moderation; for (to uſe a Compariſon between thing wy 
not Perſons) when a Knave Preaches up Honeſty, or a Whote 


Chaſtity, tis to make a Ch, not a Convert. 


Modi ration is a very good Word, and under which is meant 
a very good thing. Put there is nothing, ſo good, but may be 
abus'd if Men give their Minds to it, and are ſtock's with a 
ſufficient Meaſure of Wickedneſs to attempt it. And rhjs Parry 
of Men are remarkable for a peculiar Boldneſs in this kind, as 
if the Abuſe of the beſt and moſt ſacred Things was their proper 
Talent and Province, and wherein they ſtand diſtinguiſh'd from 
all other ſorts of Men. We have ſeen the moſt Holy and Tre- 
mendous Name of GO D made uſe of, to ſer off the vileſt Pur- 
poſes ; Rebellion (the moſt accurſed of Rebellions) hath been 
called the Cauſe of God ; purſuing the Led: Amointed with Fire 
and Sword, is, with them Fighting the Lord's Battles, and helping 
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the Lord againſt the Mighty ; Sacrilege, Murder, Rapine, Plunder, 

Devaſtation, is doing the Work of the Lord faith ully ; every Succeſs, 

though accomplifh'd by the worſt means, and for the worſt ends, 

is God's Seal, and God's Teſtimony ; and they forthwith Jay 

claim to his Approbatian. The molt wicked Combination and Con- 

federccy, is calf | by the Name of God's moſt Holy Covenant, and 

the greateſt Bleſſing te; Mankind next the Covenant of Grace, And to 

make it yet more ſlupendous, they form'd it into an Oath, and 

addreſs'd themſelves to it in the moſt Sacred and Solemn Man- 

ner, and with Hands es % on high, Whertein they firſt auda- 

ciouſly, abus'd God's Name, in ſetting it to n Confpitacy of thelt 

own contrlving. And Secondly, abus'd his Nature in making 

him Party to 4 Bend of lig. And, Thirdly, ſcorn'd his Fenge- 

once, in calling that Upon themſelves, when they were fwear- - 

ing to & Lie, And when they were muking a Leegve with 

Death, and a Coveunnt With Hell, and mutually binding up one 

another to deſtroy God's Church upon Earth, and te perpetrare 

as many Villanies as they had Power to 1 -—incÞ hey ery it 

up as the Off-ſpring of God, the Child of Heaven, the Bond * 

of all Peace, and 4 Perſe&tion, the Cure of all Miſerles and 

Diſtraaions: And yet this Godly League was as bad in the Inten- 

tion, and worſe in Effect, than the Outh of Fan, Cotesby, and 

the Gunpowder Conſpirators, that wus deſign to Blow'up the 

King and Parliament ; but this actunlly did It, executed their 

Intentions in a direful manner, and blow'd up King, Lords, 

Commons, Church, State, wo the whole Conſtitatlon: And 
IP" | yer, 
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yet, notwithſtanding, there are not « h. among them, who, to 
this very Day, hold the Obligation of this conſuming Covenant, | 
An admirable Qualification, r preſume, to fit them for Places 
of Power and Truſt ; for if it binds, the leaſt it binds to, is to 
pull down the Church, and they may put what Senſe they 
pleaſe upon it, and (as heretofore) Interpret it to deſtroy as far 
and as wide as they pleaſe, or as they are able, and to pur fuch 
Men into Offices, is to qualify them, to put the Covenant in 
Execution, that in Conjunction with their Brethren they ma 
once more Blow up Church and State. In ſhort, God's wolf 
Holy Ward hath not eſcaped their ſacrileglous Hands, but almoſt 
from one end to the other they have perverted, and wreſted 
it to patronize Unrighteouſneſs, and to encourage and harden 
Mien in the practice of it, and at the ſame time to perſwade 
them that their Villanies are meritorious, and they are doing 
God good Service, Nay, they cannot forbear inſolently inti- 
tuling Ged himſelf to their very Foolerles and Dotages. Their 
Rappers | Nonſenſe, Incoherences, Tautologies, (not to 
ſay Blaſphemies) muſt be aſcribed to the Divine Nga, and 
call d Praying by the Spirit. It would be endleſs te purſue this 
. any Man who has a mind to it, may conſult their Re- 
bellious Sermons, where he will find whole Volumes of'it, and 
by theſe render Conſeiencd Men, the Moſt horrid Crimes, not 
onl auler, but /andtified ; the People Iincited to the worſt of 
 Villainies, and a Text quoted for it, and the holy Name of God 
outraged and inſulted, and brought to father all manner of Im- 
pleries and Blaſphemies. The Truth is, there is nothing that is 
1 comes into their Hands, but they abuſe it, They have 
the face to call their own herd Hearts tender Conſeiences 3 and the 
moſt violent and Aare Party, upon Earth are named the weak 
Mor, end wha mult 8 | 1 oer, 1 rg _—_ 
Wight poſſibly have pals d in the Days of Q. Elinsbetb: But 
When we TS ſeen 0 felt their Fiat when the whole 
Nation hath urn ſmarted under their y; to talk of Zen- 
Herneſs and Heaaknelſs now, is not only to money k good Words; 
but to abuſe common Senſe. Perhaps you will ſay, What is all 
this to Moderation? I hope Rebellion, Sacrilege, the Solemn 
League and Covenant, and all the hard things above, are not 
the Concerns of Moderation; and that is the Queſtion now, 
and other Matters are foreign, and befides the purpoſe. Tis true, 
theſe things are far enough from Moderation; but however, 
not beſides the Purpoſe, nor foreign to the Queſtion, TP is you 
n hon Ces a a Seaſon 


opt 


* 4 * 2 n * 
py { 
—_ / 


a Seaſon for the Thundering Dodrines : The Good old Cauſe 
hath neither Generals, nor Armies, nor a Houſe of Commons 
to back it: And it would not ſavour of their wonted Cunning, 
in ſuch a Poſture to ſhew their Teeth, and cry out Down with it, 
Don with it, even to the Ground, Thele are Occaſional Doctrines, 
to be us'd when time ſerves. I do not therefore charge them 
with ſowing and propagating theſe horrid things jut now, at 
leaſt not openly : They are wiſer than ſo, and know Oppor- 
tunities better; when they want Power, their Conſciences are 
render, and they are wenk Brethren, and all for Moderation. 
The Poſture requires Art and Diſſimulation, and they are to 
work by Craft and Inſinuation, when they cannot effect their 
Buſineſs'by a ſtrong hand. This therefore is à proper, natural, 
and neceſlary Inference, and which every wiſe Man muſt make, 

That, thoſe Men may profane and pollute one innocent Vertue, 
to infinuate themſelves into the Heart and Bowels of the 
Church, to corrupt and undermine it, who have already profan'd' 
God's Name, and all Religion, to beat it down with Violence, 


Moderation is one of the Chriſtian Vertues , and but one: 
And Religion is a Complex of all: And there is ſuch a mutual 
Harmony and Agreement between the Vertues, that they very 
well conſiſt together, and tan never claſh and interfere with 
each. other, riſtian Charity does not devour Juſtice, nor 
Zeal eat up Charity, nor Peace deſtroy * oy mommy „nor 
Moderation Unity : And whenever they do, the Vertue Is mi- 
taken and perverted, not to Religious, but corrupt Uſes, 
There can therefore be no Moderarien in 'Schiſin'; becauſe 
Schiſm is a direct Breach of Unity, and Unity is a Chriſtian 
Vertue, as well as Moderation, ' T is would be to deſtroy the 
Harmony-of Religion, to make Diſcord and Diviſion among 
the Vertues, and ſer them together by the Ears. Whereas 
true Religion is the moſt uniform thing in the World; and in 
the honeſt practice of ir, all the Vertues are equally maintain'd 
without the leaſt prejudice to each other. When therefore theſe 
Men call upon us for the Practice of Moderation, we anſwer 
Yes, we ought to practiſe it; but then we muſt preſerve Unity 
too, We are bound to take care of the Peace of the Church, 
and to bppoſe Schiſm the beſt way we can; and no Moderation 
in the World can diſpenſe with that. But it ſeems they would 
have us {> to doat upon Moderation, as in vertue of it to over- 


look their Schiſm, to ſlacken our Endcavours in oppoſing it, and 
to ſuffer it to grow and thrive, till it hath corn the Church to 
Me | : 1 | pieces. 
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leces. Dat, by their Pavour, this is not Maderation, but groſs 
tupidity and Negligence, if not worſe ; breaks the Clin of 

Chriſtian Vertues, and unſertles the very Foundations of Relt« 
on, and no honeſt Chriſtian can be moderate in that ſenſe, 
1 liko manner, all cho Chriſtian Vertues have their proper Ob- 
ects aboiit which they are converſunt ; and Whenever they ure 
plac upon wrong Objects, they ceaſo to be Vertues, and be- 
tome = und moſt commonly the worſt Vices of all, As 


for Inflance, if Charity be plac'd on Mens Vices, and not on 


their Perſons, tis not the Chriſtian Grace of Charity, but a 
riminal Participation of other Mens Sins. If Juſtice be pla- 
bed on Mens Perſons, and not on their Cauſes, tis Partiality 


and Corruption, and not Juſtice,but the Breach of it. If Unity 


be in Iniquity, tis Conſpiracy and Combination; if Perſeve- 


runce (the Crown of all r be apply d to Mens Sins, tis 
Obſtinacy, Refractorineſs, and 
tation be Ro_ on Schiſm , 'tis either Lukewarmneſs'or Hypo- 


ardneſs of Heart. If Mode- 


criſie, or both. For Schiſm is the Object of Zeal, and not of 


Moderation : Nothing can qualiſie it, and no quarter ought to 


be given ir. When therefore they extol Moderation, they mean 


it as apply'd to their Schiſm; and ſo inſtead of a Vertue, they 


celebrate à moſt filthy Vice, and praiſe the Beauty of one of 
the moſt deformed things in the World: Juſt like the Gentleman, 
who having a very unhandſome Miſtreſs, thought however, that 


it becom'd him to ſay ſomething in her praiſe ; and that he 


might do it with ſome ſhew-of Truth, he thus accoſts her, and 
tells her, That ſhe enjoyed all Excellencies and Perfections that 


Men were apt to admire in the Perſons of her Sex, tho' not 


exactly in the ſame manner with other beautiful Women: That 
ſhe had that lovely and fine complection'd Red, but not in her 


Cheeks indeed, but very plentifully, and to the full in her 


Noe : There was alſo che pure white Ivory, not in her Teeth, 
but being ſo very near, it hath flipt into her Lips: She had the 


ſparkling Blackneſs, not in her Eyes, but with greater proporti- 
on in the Neighbourhood in her Teeth ; There was not want- 
ing the flaming Yellow, not in her Hair, but Nature had not 


been ſparing, but had diffus'd it all over her Skin: She had 
alſu two delicate Prominences and Protuberances, not before, 
but Nature had tranſplanted and plac'd them behind on her 
Shoulders. So that ſhe had every thing, for which even the 
Wirs and the Poets commend their Miſtreſſes, all the Lilies 
and Roles, the Ivory and Alablaſter, the Gold and Amber; in 
hae, all the Ornaments and Graces in which the mot — 
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ted Deautles prided themſelves, 
but a Circumſtance, and ſignified not much, ſo long as ſhe 
poſſe(G'd all theſo fine things in Subſtance and Reality, Now 
this In jeſt, is a true Repreſentation of that Moderation which 

they would 

Things, but in the right Diſfolition of them; even ſo does Vertue 
too. When Moderation is in its true Place, and exerciſed a- 
bout its proper Object, n noble Vertue, beautiful and lovely, 
and deſerves all the Praiſes that they or any body elſe can give, 
But when they reſolve to tranſlate it to their Schiſm, to coun- 


And as to the place, chat wur 
0 


have in earneſt, For, us Beauty conſiſts, not in 


tanance their Errours and Faulrs, and to abate that Zeal and 


Veneration every Man ſhould have for the Church, and her 


Conſtitution; 'ris a Vertue milplac'd, that is, a downrigh: 
Vice and Deformity, and degenerates into one of the fouleſt 
Crimes a Man of Religion can be guilty of. For the proct ot 
n_ 2 need only take a Character of the Aederate Alin they 
woul 


a very favourable Eye on the. Schiſm, but carries an ill aſpect 


a" - 


have, and would perſwade the Sons of the Church, to 


be. A Moderate Man then (in their ſenſe) is one who is very. 
looſe in his Principles, but loofer in his Conſcience ; who caſts - 


towards the Church of. which he is, or pretends he is, a Mem-. 


ber; who enters into the Church becauſe there is ſomething to- 


be got by it, and at the ſame time hates the Conſtitation, and 


would be od to lend his helping Hand to deftroy it; who ſub- 


{cribes and ſwears to, the Articles, Canons, Homilies, and even 


in the very Article of Subſcribing and Swearing, approves-verv - 


little of the Matter, and in moſt things believes the direct con- 
trary; who performs ſome of the Offices becauſe he cannot 


help it, and at the ſame time condemns them all, and at eve- 
Opportunity preaches, writes and makes Speeches againſt 
them ; who recites the Creeds, and interprets them Heretically ; 


who writes upon the Articles, and explains them Schiſmatically; 


one, who is ſo very moderate, that he cannot fee the plain- 


eſt things in the World ; can ſee no Excellency-in the Church, . 


no Schiſm in the Schiſmaricks, In ſhort, your Moderate Man 


is Two Men; one in outward appearance, and another with- 


in, By his Poſt, Station, Revenues, he is of the - Church ; by 
his Inclinations, of the Schiſm ; who is viſibly-of one Church, 


and ſecretly of another. Now here is a fine Character of a 


Vertue compounded of a thouſand Hypocrities, And if this 
be the Caſe of Moderation, Sit znima mea cm Philoſophis ; 1 had 
much rather be a ſincere Tt or Few, than ſuch an Iypocriti- 
cal Chriſtian, | 
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le may be fit and reaſonable to enquire into the Nature and 

Uſes of this Virtue of Afoderaticn, What it is, and wherein it 
conſiſts ; what Influence it hath upon Humane Actions, and. 
how it may be accommodated to thoſe that diſſent from us in 
Judgment or Practice. A4od:raticn then in its Firſt and Scripture 
Senſe, hath a particular and immediate Reſpect to the things 


of this World, and means a ſmall and indifferent Regard to all 


Sublunary Things, to eſteem and uſe them as they deſerve, as 
things Tranſitory and Periſhing ; not to overvalue them in our 
Opinions; not to delight overmuch in the Enjoyment of them; 
not to be over ſollicitous and careful in the Acquiſition and 
Purſuit of them. In another Goſpel Term tis called Morrifica- 
tion, and the Extent of it is ſum'd up in that Command of the 
Apoſtle, Love not the World, neither the things of the World, It is 


1 
oppos'd to Ambition, Coverouſneſs, 11 ele and whatſo= 
0 


ever in the Goſpel is branded by t erms, Carnal and 
IVorldlymind.dneſs ; fo that a true moderate Men is neither Proud, 
nor Ambitlent, nor Covetows, nor Voluptuons, nor Diſcontented; in a 
word, not Carn«l, nor Carnally Minded, Now, it would be well, 
if any Party amongſt us could juſtify their Moderation and quit 
their Hands in this Point; but the World hath too much Power 
and Influertce on Mankind, as to make Moderation ever unſea- 


ſonable to all forts of Perſons; and whoſoever accules others, 


had need look to our .Saviours Caution, and ſee that he be 
clear himſelf before he caſts the firſt Stone, Nevertheleſs, If I 
may have leave to point out thoſe, who ſeem ta have the moſt. 


eminent Share of theſe Vices, and ſeem to ſignalize themſelves 

| aboye' others: I would name the Occaſional Communicant, who 

joyns in the higheſt Act of Communion, with a Church, of 
w 


ich he is no Member, and only to qualify himſelf for ſome 
Secular Advantage. And the Hypocritical Churchman, who enters 
into the Church for the ſake of the Revenues and Preferments, 
but is not entirely of it, but of another Perſwaſion in his 
Heart, and either Halts between the Diſſenters and the Church, 
or is rather a Diſſenter in his Principles. Theſe two ſtand the 
taireſt, and I preſume, without any wrong to them, may be 
call'd the moſt immoderace Men in the Nation. For in Religious 


Matters to tamper with a Man's Conſcience for Gain, is the 


greateſt Evidence that a Man can give of an immoderate Love 1 = 
the world, However, it theſe Gentlemen, or any other, will 
ES Mop jo Moderation to the belt of their Skill and 
ower zu if they will firſt ſubque the World in themſelves, — 
| | ; then 


EN | 
then uſe all their Authority, Intereſt, and Endeavours, to beat 
it down in others, I am confident they will meet with no Op- 
polition from the Church, but on the contrary all their heart 

Concurrence, Wiſhes and Prayers. But I am confident withal, 
That if they can prevail, and gain but this one Point over 
Mens Corruptions, our Diviſions will be immediately heal'd, and 
Schiſm driven out of the World ; for the Root of Schiſm is 


Carnal, and the Apoſtle himſelf reckons it among the Works of 


the Fleſh, 
+ 


Modemation in a tranſlated Senſe may be applied to Perſons and 
Things, and means a juſt and equal Eſtimate, not over-rating, not 


unduly pricing Men and their Poſſeſſions above what they de- 


| ores, but to Proportion our * * and Inclinations, more or 

els according to the reſpective Merits, On the one hand, 'tis 
oppos'd to Ilten, and baving the Perſons of Men iv Admiratien; 
And on the other, to the regarding Men for things of leſs worth, 
rather than for thoſe that are better, and more valuable, for 
their Honours, Wealth, Parts, more than for their Virtue, Vir- 
tue is better than Wit, Riches, or Honour; Wiſdom is better 
than Honour and Riches ; And the proper Office of Modera- 
tion is to ſet the Scales even, and triie Merit only to turn the 
Ballance ;. But then 'tis with this Conſideration, That the beſt 
of Men, and their Peſt Actions too, are tainted with Vanity, 
Imperfection, and Infirmity, Although therefore Mens Virtues 


are to be reſpected, and their Perſons for their Virtues ; yet this 


muſt be within the Bounds of Moderation too, and ſuited to the 
Terms of a lapſed State, Not to take every thing they ſay or 
do for Goſpel ; not to be lead blindly, or follow their Exam- 


pow without better warrant, Now, if theſe Gentlemen would 


ave the Church of England moderate towards them in this 
Senſe, meaning not to overvalue their Perſons, not to {et too great 
a Rate on their Virtues, not to eſteem them better than they deſerve ; 
I ſuppoſe they need not give themſelves much trouble, nor 
write any Books about the matter; For the H'ghe# Churchman (I 
dare ſay) is moderate enough in this Point. The Sons of the 


Church neither do, nor think they ha any ground to exceed 
in admiring either their Intellectual or Moral Qualifications ; 
they do not think that all they have Wrote againit the Church, 
hath the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon or Truth, but is a Sign of a 
Stiff-Neck, and a terrible Obſtinacy ; they do not take their 
2 making of Mouths, and affected Grimaces, to be 


powerfu 


Praying or Preaching, but purely theatrical and down- 
; D right 
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right Mipocriſy ; they take Occaſional Communion to be & Juggle, 
boch with Lair and — The Church is not Tbs. to 
* call Craft, Hiſinuation, Bold Application of Seripture, Unmeaſurable 
ll Confidence, and ſuch like things, by the Name of Virtue, nor 
109 believe that thoſe that are addicted to ſuch Impurities, are the 
Choice Saints of God, however thsy may call themſelves. In ſhort, 
The whole Conduct of the Party, ſince their Appearance in 
the World, hath abundantly provided for this Point, that the 
Church of England ſhall not have too good an Opinion of them. 
They may therefore do well to look a little nearer home, 
where they have Matter enough for their Cares and Inſtructi- 
ons to work upon. To prevent that exorbitant Admiration, 
their Party hath for the Perſons of their Leaders, whoſe Di- 
ctates they ſwallow Implicitely, and follow them with equal 
Veneration and Blindneſs. Was it not for this, a little Nonſenſe 
deliver'd with a certain Twang, would not paſs for the Choice 
Doctrines of Religion; nor a wry Mouth, and diſtorted Coun- 
tenance, fbr extraordinary Marks of Sanctity. This is the Ce- 
ment of 'the Party, both brings and holds them together ; they 
have no other Bonds and Ligaments ; and if they were once 
become Moderate in this Point, the Faction would diflolve, and 
— 09 be no more. Tis for this Reaſon, that their Leaders cultivate 
ig this Vice among them all they can, and uſe all ſordid and ſcan- 
14 dalous Arts to acquire an ungodly Reputation among the delu- 
10 ded Multitude. And this is the State of the Caſe, The one is 
Wi not more ready to lead, than the other to follow, both alike. 
contribute their Endeavours ; the People love to be deceived, 
and place their Abuſes among their Bleflings, and their Guides. 
pride themſelves, and glory in deceiving them; tis their De- . 
light, their Honour and Crown. Take one Inſtance for all! 
lb There had been a long Acquaintance and Friendſhip between 
ll Mr. Secretary Adorrice and Mr, Calamy; (whether it was inter- 
"if rupted during the Rebellion and Uſurpation, I know not, but) 
| after the Reſtauration of King Charles II. the Secretary ſent 
i for him, and told him, That the Trouble he then gave him, was upon 
"i the Account of their ancient Friendſhip, and to recommend a good Prefer- 
5 


men to bim, (I think a@eanry,) which the Ring bu willing to di- 

pF of ro him. That he as very ſenſible 2vhat Opinions Mr. Galamy 

ud eſ pom d; but believ'd withal, that Two or Three Ceremonies, and 

6 the Government of the Church by Biſhops, could not ſtick with a Man 

| | of bu Underſtanding ; eſpecially, ſceing he had ſo much Experience f 

100 the Tendency of the ccntrary Opini mt, and into what Confuſions 4 
' Weg gt LY brought 


[23] | 
brought the Church and State; and therefore defired bj $;..: freely 


and clearly to him, and without reſerve, as to his old Friend, and one 


that wiſh'd him well, Mr, Calamy, after a little Pauſe, return d 


him this Anſwer, Oh, Sir, (ſays he) you do not know the Sweets 

meſs there us in being the Head of a Party. This Anſwer both ſur- 

prized and cured the Secretary, and there was an end of the 
Acquaintance. | | 5 
XIV. | 


They have too good a Sonceit of themſelves to like this ſort 
of Moderation ; and whatſoever retrenches their ill-gotten 
Reputation, they will neither recommend to the Church of 
England, nor practiſe themſelves: But they would fain extend this 
Senſe farther, and carry it to the Church, and the Concern- 


ments of the Church. To moderate away the Being, at leaſt the 


Order, Harmony, Beauty and Decency of God's Church upon 


Earth, and then they are Moderate Men, who have as low and 


mean Opinion, of the Governinent, Authority, Liturgy, Rites 


and Ceremonies of the Church as they themſelves have, and to 


_ eſteem thern as very Traſh and Trumpery as they do, or at 
leaſt to reckon —f as uſeleſs and ufenifand Trifles. This is 
the Moderation they would have, that Men ſhould. deſpiſe the 
Church of which they are Members, and become Diſſenters in 
N To have the Church in their Mouths, and Schiſm 

in their Bellies. But, how if the things, they would have us 
vility, are very good? How if ſome of them are neceſſary, all 
realonable, uſeful, and, decent, becoming God's Church, and 


his Worſhip 2 Then here is a good Ward very ill applied, and it 


hath another proper, Name ; for inſtead of Moderation, 'tis 


downright Detraction; for to depreciate as well as to aſperſe 
what is good, is Calumny and Slander. I ſhall not enter into the 


Controyerſy, The Queſtion on the ſide of the Church, hath 
been handled by. many Learned, and Excellent Pens, and the 
Arguments are invincible ; they never yet have, they never 
can, and they never will Anſwer them ; they now do, and 
always will ſtick in their Teeth, and therefore by a fine Dex- 
terity, they are for perſwading the Church to part with them 
themſelves, and ſtop the Mouth of their own Arguments; alas, 
they are tender and weak, and ſtrong Arguments may ſur- 
feit them, or put their Blood into ſuch a heat and hurry, that 
perhaps ſome of it muſt be let out before they can be Calm 
again ; and therefore. have a care of ſaying any thing in your 
own Defence , leſt you make them Fretful and Impatient, and 
Sour their Tempers; look through the Spattacles of _— 
2 An 
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and you 4 ſüe no Schiſin in them, nor no Excellency in-thie 
Order of your own Church, This is a Charm glven us, to 
make us quit our own Reaſonings, and to diveſt our ſelves of 
thoſe Arguments which they never yet could wreſt from us; 
they have attack'd the Church by Force and Famine ; they 
have diſputed with us, and ſtarved us , but they never yet could 
conquer our Reaſons ; And now they are upon a new Strata» 
gem, ſowing Hemlock and Nightſhade in the Church to poyſon 
and ſtupify the Watchmen, that w_ may come and take the 
Fortrefs while they are aſleep. Suppoſe two Perſons contend- 
ing for an Eſtate, ſhould at length reſolve to try the Title by 
their perſonal Valour, and to let the Succeſs determine their 
reſpe&ive Rights; upon their meeting in the Field, one of 
them finding himſelf weaker, accoſts the other, and tells him, 
That the Quarrel between them ſeem'd unreaſonable, ſeeing it. 
might be accommodated upon very eaſie Terms; there were 
but two ſmall Faults in him, which if he would but red&ifie, all 
Matters of Difference would be at an end. In the firſt place, 
he was too immoderate in his Love to the Eſtate in Controverſie, 
which he ought not to ſet his Heart upon, but be contented to 
part with it: And in the ſecond place, He had too little Re- 
gard for him who was a Man of Note and Intereſt, and his 
Friendſhip was worth having, yea, worth purchaſing at the 
Price of a greater Eſtate than that. If therefore, he would 
exerciſe that excellent Virtue of Moderation, and relinquiſh his 
Pretences to the Eftate, and put it into his Hands, he would 
aſſure him, the Eſtate ſhould not ſuffer thereby, but he would 
improve it to his own beſt Advantage; and in confequence of 
this, that the dangerous Tool (his Sword) ſhould be deliver'd 
up into his Hands, or elſe that he would break it, (that 1s, 
moderate it) that fo he might have it without ſtriking a Blow, 
or drawing of Blood; and this would reconcile all Differences, 
and moreover ſhew him to be a Man of Temper and Modera- 
tion, and he would be always ready to praiſe his Vertues, and 
to. be his humble Servant. Now, this is the very Moderation 
they would be at. They have all along, with their utmoſt Skill, 
been contending againſt the Rights of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
and never could prevail againſt her any other way, but by Vio- 
lence and ungodly Force ; but the Seaſon not being Ripe 
for that, they are now for perſwading the Church to Afodera- 
tion, that is, to deliver the Cauſe into their Hands, to throw 
up their Arguments, and to give up to them a Controverſy, 
which hath hitherto been managed with ſo much Strengeh and 
| Advantage 
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Advantage againſt them. And this they may call Moderation 
if they pleaſe, but its true Name is Treachery, perfidiouſly aban- 
doning the Cauſe of God, For the things in Controverſy are 
of the laſt Importance; The Divine Inftitution of the Chriſtian 
Chureh z The _ F that Church upon Earth; The Decency and 
Order of God's Holy Worſhip, «nd Obedience to Superior, ſet over us in 
the Lord, Theſe are not ſuch Trifles to be mangled and mode» 
rated to humour * Party under the Sun, how conſiderable 
ſoever they think themſelves. They are Sacred Depoſta and 
Truſts, which the Church can never part with, withaut betray- 
ing the Cauſe of God, and the Intereſts of Raligion. And 
whenſoever, and by whomſoever, they are attack d, rhoſe Sons 
of Schiſm muſt be reſiſted with Vigour and Conſtancy ; and 
every Man ought, every honeſt Man will oppoſe them with 
the beſt of his Skill and Power. In ſhort, we are obliged to re- 
fiſt unto Blood. Their Fathers have already tried the Experiment: 
And when our Anceſtors have ſuffered from their Hands all 
manner of Perſecutions ; when they have bore the Shock of all 
their brrbarous and inhumane Violences in the Maintenance of 
Theſe Truths, and the Preſervation of their Conſciences ; Tis 
a pleaſant buſineſs when they cannot execute their Fury, and 
tear up the Church Root and Branch, to perſwade us to com- 
pliment away the Church of God, and give up her Rights 

atis. Is Schiſm ſuch a harmleſs and inoffenſive thing, that we 
Dad need be taught to be moderate about it? Is the moſt per- 
nicious Weed that ever grew in the Church, that hath done 
more Miſchief than all the Perſecutions, to be handled with 
that Gentleneſs and Tenderneſs, as if we were afraid to hurt 
it? If ever there was a Seaſon for Zeal and Fortitude, now is 
the time, when the Schiſm is Rampant, is contending for Dig- 
nity and Power, is ſtruggling with the Church for the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, is abuſing the Indulgence granted them ; and becauſe 
they are tolerated by a Secular Act, have the Impudence to 
call themſelves the Church of England eſtablifh'd by Law. Let 
the unworthy Sons of worthy Fathers conſider this; let them 
reflect on the noble — of their Anceſtors, and at the 
ſame time reflect how worthi y they fill their places, who are 
for Pawning the Securities of Religion, and — 
with a deadly Schiſm for I know not what kind of pretende 
Secular Advantage : they upbraid their Blood and Sufferings ; 
«and, next to their immediate Murderers and Perſecuters, are 
guilty of all the terrible Outrages they groaned under. Our Fa- 


thers loſt their Lives, parted with their Eſtates and Intereſts 
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and all that was valuable and dear in this World, in this 
Cauſe, and we their goodly Offſpring and Succeſſor arg for 
making AMoaeration-work of it, that is, if not downright cinbra- 
cing, yet caſting at leaſt a very favourable Eye on thoſe very 
Principles which cut their Throats, mangled their Carcaſſes, 
and ruin'd their Families. And if the glorious Martyrdom of 
King Charles I, (who both defended this cauſe with his inimi- 
table Pen, and ſeal'd it with his Blood) if the Blood of Arch- 
biſhop Laud, and many others; if the noble Confeſſion of an 
innumerable Gompany of Biſhops, Noblemen, Gentlemen, and 
Clergymen; if ſuch a Cloud of Martyrs and Confeſſors will not 
Inſpire this ſleepy and lukewarm Generation ; then the Obſer- 
vation is at an end; [angus Martyrum is no more ſemen Eccleſie : 
the Seed is Sown indeed lencifully, but the Ground is Barren 
and Dry, and yields no Fruit, yet the Weeds of Faction thrive 
well enough, and che Examples of Schiſm and Rebellion ſhed 
their pernicious Contagion far -and wide, and prevail over the 
Blood of Martyrs, and the Teſtimony of Confeſſors. True it 
is, The Laws of the Nation have expreſſed a ſufficient Deteſta- 
tion of all ſuch Principles and Practices; and there is moreover 
à Day ſet apart for Faſting and Humiliation, and to continue 
throughout all Generations for theſe pious Ends, to humble the 
Nation, as in particular for the horrid Murder of the King, ſo alſo 
ſor theſe very Sins which occaſion'd it, and ſo much Deſolation 
inthe Nation; to inculcate te the People the Horror and Heinouſ- 
neſs of theſe Crimes, that Polterity may for ever remember, and for 
ever deteſt ſuch abominable Principles and Practices. But what do 
theſe-ſignify, when there are a ſort of moderate Men, whom no 
Law, nor Oaths can hold; for though the bot Men, (as they 
call them, 'who are Faithful to the Laws, True to the Church, 
and Juſt co their own Oaths and Engagements) may honeſtly 
comply with theſe Ends, and ſincerely endeavour to root out 
of the Hearts of their Hearers all ſuch deteſtable Principles; yet 
there are others of another Strain, who, by Vertue of Modera- 
tion, are for mollifying, and dawbing, and poyſoning their Au- 
ditory with ſoft Notions of the hardeſt Villanies, The zoth of 
January will ſhew. them in their proper Colours; and thoſe are 
the Moderate Men, who Tranſlate the Calves-Head-Club into the 
Church ; who turn their lewd Songs into Proſe, and call it a 
Sermon ; who can commend King Charles I. and at the ſame 
time lay all the Occaſions of the Rebellion at his Door; who 
dan Pray over all the Office for that Day, and then Contradict 

every Word of it in the Sermon. So that the Laws may — 

2 | an 
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and enjoy what they pleaſe, Oaths and Subſcriptions may be 
made in the ſtricteſt and moſt binding Terms; Moderation hath 
a diſpenſing Power, is the Sovereign and Supreme Vertue, and- 
Cancels all Obligations to all the reſt. Tis the Chymiſt's, 
Univerſal Menſtruum, which Diſſolves the hardeſt Metals, and 
nothing can ſtand before it. And I am pretty confident, That. 
no Laws or Oaths can be made ſo ſtrong, but your moderate: 
Man can quality and modify them till they come to nothing, 
and (as far as I know) the proper Office of Moderation among 

theſe Men, is to abuſe the Laws, to enervate their binding. 
Power, and to render their Commands and Injunctions uſeleſs 

and inſignificant. Upon the whole therefore, This Moderati- 
on is Iniquity complicated, a Compound of Fraud, Treachery, 
Perjury and Hy pocriſy, 

XV. 


| But is there no Moderation requir'd in theſe Matters? Is it 
not poſſible for Men to exceed? and whatever is capable of Ex- 
ceſs, is capable of Moderation too ; all Exceſs is vicious, and 
thould be moderated, and reduc'd into juſt Bounds, And when 
Men dwell in the outward and formal Part of Religion, to the. 
Prejudice of the Subſtance ;; when they magnify and overvalue 
Ceremonies and indifferent things, that have no Vertue in 
them, they ought to be taught Moderation, let the Reproof 
and Inſtruction come from whom it will, And if the Church 
of England does this, they ought rather to be thankful to the 
Diſſenters, who mind them of their Errors: to juſtify a Fault-1s- 
Pride and Obſtinacy ; and if they were moderate Men, they 
would ſee their Miſtakes, and be contented to be told them. Now 
all this is true, but not the Caſe : For the Exceſs muſt reſpe&: 
either the Number of the Ceremonies, or their Nature, or the 
Opinion of the Church concerning them, abſtracted from both. 
Firſt as to their Number; I hope two or three Ceremonies are 
not very exceſſive, as to number, except they could prove any. 
Sinfulneſs in them, and then indeed one is too many; but that 
is a Work to be done, and ever will be. As to their Nature, 
it is the Nature of a Ceremony that it be decent and fignifi- 
cant, and ſo are ours; the Surplice is a decent Garment, and 
ſignifies Innocence and Purity: Kneeling at the Sacrament is a 
very decent Poſture, and ſignifies the Devotion and Humility 
of our Minds: The Croſs at Baptiſm is a decent and honour- 
able Badge of Chriſtianity, and betokens that the Infant bap- 
tiz d Malk not be aſham'd of the Croſs of Chriſt, but manfully 


undertake the Chriſtian Warfare; ſo that here is no Exceſs, and 
conſequently 


— — — — = 


. —— 4 - 


— — « — 
— — — — — = 
— 


wt 
a " 5 
2 a — 
= _ — © k 1 * — COT * 
- - — — — — — — 8 A _ —— — — 
— — — — X = = — — — — = - 
* Is "FE = 7 K WS Ca ee <A 6 ————— — — 
— = 2 _ AND Lo En RS — — — ————— — — _ - — 


— . — —— 


ng jog en gt 
1 2 r . 2 A 28 2 22 Fo 2 a_ — 

4 ; = 3.22 e e _ —— 

's 2 — > > 
— 2 16. oy q %s £25. xa 4 « 8 : 
— —— 5 — 2 — — — 4 * — = 1 * 
_ — h — 
s — <>» Pf IE" gu 


— 3 
Ne 
ny cr AS ens 


— 


FFI 
* 
* 


conſequently no need of Moderation. I know well enough, 
they diſpute againſt the Ceremonies, becauſe they are ſignifi- 


cant, and tell us for that reaſon, that we make Sacraments of 


them; as if every ſignificant Ceremony was a Sacrament, or he 
that thinks them ſignificant muſt upon that account alſo, either 
think than, or make them Sacraments, When they took the 
Cover ant with Hinds lifted up en high, that was a Ceremony, 
and ſignified ſomething audacious enough; and did they make 


a Sacrament of that ſignificant Ceremony? When they ſit at the 


Communion, they tell us ir ſignifies a Table-Geſture ; and do 


they make a Sacrament of their Sitting ? At that rate, both 


they and we ſhould have many more Sacraments than the 
Church of Rome ever thought on. Bur this is juſt ſuch a wiſe 
Reaſon, as another of theirs, that tis ſinful to uſe the Ceremo- 
nies, becauſe impos'd by Authority, which is the very reaſon 
why we orght to uſe them, and the ſame is to be ſaid of their 
Significancy, which is the true Ground of their Impoſition and 
Ule, otherwiſe they would be in reality what they .mali: iouſly 
call them, Dumb Cereminies, that is, Ceremonies without any 
meaning; which only ſhews what a croſs-grain'd thing Schiſm 
is, that to juſtify their Separation from the Church, they will 
ſeparate chemſelves from Reaſon and common Senſe. And 
then, as to the Church's Judgment concerning them, tis true, 
tis not impoſſible, that however moderate things may be in 
themſelves, but Men may have an immoderate Opinion con- 
cerning them, may over-rate them, and eſteem them beyond 
what is fitting. But the Church hath already accounted for this 
Point, and hath told them, and all the World, over and over, 
in what Rank ſhe places all theſe things ; that they are far In- 
ferior to the Eſſentials of Religion; that ſhe places no Holineſs 
in them, but they are outward means ſubſervient to the ends 
of Piety, and accommodated to the comely Worſhip of God, 
and becoming it. If there be any particular Men who have 
other Notions and Sentiments, let them bear their own blame; 


but let the Church go free, who hath ſufficiently declared her 


Senſe of theſe Matters. But for my part, I know of none ſuch, 
and | believe there are none. Where is the Man that eſteems a 
Surplice equal to ſolid Piety ? or Kneeling at the Communion 
equal to true Devotion? or the Cfoſs in Baptiſm equal to that 
Sacrament it ſelf 2 or any outward Part or Form of Religion 
equal to the Subſtance of it? If there be any ſuch, let them 
name them, and beſtow their Inſtructions of Moderation on 
them, but the Church hath no need of them, nor I believe any 
one 


VV 

one of her Sons: But' to have à juſt Regard forzthe Authority 
of the Church; to have' a venefable Eſteem of Epiſcopaty;” 
as of Apoſtolick, if not our Saviour's On Inſtitution ; to con- 
ceive of the Liturgy as admirably fitted for God's Puhlick 
Worſhip, and as the beſt Form that now is in the Chriſtian 
Church, or perhaps ever was ſince the Times of the Apoſtles : 
to approve of the Ceremonies as very decent ad uſef el in 
themſelves, and very venerable too as they ſtand recommended 
from the Practice of the pureſt Antiquity, to'own heartily the 
Thirty nine Articles, the Canons of the Church, and the Do- 
&rines contained in the Homilies ; to perform the Offices of 
the Church with Care, Diligence, and Faithfulneſs; to in- 
ſtruct the People in theſe things the beſt way they can, and to 
oppoſe with Zeal the Gainſayers. Every of theſe; I know; 
in the Schiſmatical Dialect is immoderate, but for all that, they 
are ſo far from being ſo, that they are indiſpenſable Duties, 
and which every Clergy-man hath ſubſcribed, and ſworn to: 
and to perſwade them to other Sentimefits, and other Practices 1 
Gaerne them to read theſe With a Schiſmatical Comment, 
and to underſtand them in à Schiſmaricat Senſe, is to perſwade 
them to be Hypocrites and Apoſtates; to abandon firſt Truth, 
and then their own Promiſes and Engagements. This is What, 
T know, they wotld: have, but then let then not call it Modern. 
tion, fol it is an odd kind of Vertus Which begins in H/ poeriſy, 
and ends in Apoſtacy; In the Mean time let them lock at 
home, and if they will not, every Man elſe will ſes where the 
want of Moderation is in this Point. For Moderation (as all 
other Vertues are) is 4 Vertu between two Extremes, and may 
be viblated both in Exceſs und Defect: theſe things maybe. 
overvalued, but _ may beiundervalued too, and both equal. 
ly contrary to Moderation And this is what they have been, 
always charged with, and that moſt: juſtly ; they Deſpiſe and 
Scorn the Government of the Church; they Vilify and Aſperſe 
her Order and Ceremonies, and Load them with all the- bitter 
Inveftives that a little Wit and a great deal of Malice can reach 
to; and let᷑ the World judge on Whoſe ſide Moderation is; with 
thoſe: who efteem Epiſcopacy, the Primitive and Apoſtolick 
Government, or thoſe; who call it Antichriſtian Hranny; with 
thoſe who eſteem the Surplice as a decent and ſigniſicant Habit, 
or thoſe who call it he Smock of rhe Ihore of. Balgion; with 
thoſe who think Kneeling at the Sacrament. the moſt fit Poſture 
for that great Act of Religion, or thoſe Who telt yau tis Il 
try ; with thoſe who believe the Sign of the Croſs a Badge of 
67 : E Chriſtian 


Chriſtian 'Religion, or thoſe who call it an Idol; with thoſe 
who uſe thefe things themſelves, and maintain them as inſtru 
mental to promote the ends of Piety, or thoſe: who tell you they 
are the Mark of the Beaſt, and who have once already, and 
would again if they could, extirpate them Root and Branch, 
*Tis endleſs, and would foul any Man's Mouth, to mention all 
the fulſome and ſcandalous Reproaches they have caſt upon the 
Church of God: But tis equally ridiculous and impudent to 
call for Moderation in thofe matters, about which they themſelves. 
exerciſe neither Temper nor good Manners. The Spleen of a 
Schiſmatick is as full of ſowre Juice, as his Gall is of bitter: 
And he throws out both upon the Church on all Occaſions, and 
without meafure, But, it ſeems, ſome People are ſo well ac- 

uainted with their own Faults, that they have them always in 
their Mouths, and beſtow them on all they meet. Thus a com- 


mon Proſtitute, upon every turn of the Spleen, calls out Whore,. 


and ſtigmatizes all ſhe is angry with, with her own Infamy : 
Even ſo theſe Gentlemen know their own Vices ; and, by a 
Billing ſgate Figure, lay them at our doors: But the Ghild is their 
own, and belongs to no at. ny N 4 bre 


But is there no Moderation to be us d to the Perſons of Di- 
ſenters? Muſt Men, becauſe they differ in Opinion about Re- 
ligious Matters pref: 2ntly tear one another to pieces? Is there 
no allowance to be made for the Prejudices of Education, and 
for Humane Infirmity ? Tis a ſtrange way of converting Men, 
to knock out their Brains; and if they are in Error, they ought 
to be reſtor d according to the Goſpel Directions, with the Spi- 
rit of Meekneſs, and not with Violence: And this would cer- 
tainly be the Method, if the Church was. Spiritual and Mode- 
rate, Well; this is very good Doctrine; but where in God's. 
Name, is the Application ? Are they not tolerated ? Have they 
any penal Laws hanging over their Heads? are they not as. 
free in their Worſhip as the Church it ſelf ? Are they not eve- 
ry way eaſie, except what ariſes from the Uneaſineſs of their 
own Tempers? And muſt the Church be taught Moderation ftill 2 
Will they not, after ſuch conceſſions, be yet allow'd to be Ado- 
derate Men ? I meddle not with their Ingratitude : for whoever 
expects Gratitude from the Party, does not know them. "Tis 
impoſſible to oblige them; and every freſh conceſſion is made 
2 Motive to new Encroachments : Give them whatever they 
ask to day, and they wil demand as much more to morrow. 
They ate as inſatiable as the Grave, and will never allow you 

| | t 
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to be Moderate Men, till, they have ſwallow'd'all you have: 
Neither then will they be ſatisfied, but fall a raging and mad- 
ding one againſt another. And here, if we are not ſtark blind, 

we may plainly ſee of what — they are, when under the 

Privileges and Advantages which they now enjoy, their Libels 
fly out as thick, their Reproaches as ſcurrilous and frequent, 
and even much more than heretofore : And any Man who Is 
acquainted with their preſent Motions, would be apt 
to believe, that the Toleration has ſowrd their Tempers, in- 
flam'd their Paſſions, and, provok'd them to the utmoſt. The 
Topicks of Perſecution (as they call'd it) afforded them abun- 
dance of ſpiteful Matter; but it ſeems the Spring of the Ve- 
nom was within, and had not its riſe from -any thing without 
them: For tis all one under the ſofteſt Diſpenſation; and when 
they are reaping the Fruits of the kindeſt Favours and Indulgen- 
ces, they are calling out for Moderation ; as if this terrible 
perſecuting Church was roaſting their Carcaſſes on St. Lawrence's 
Gridiron. : The Chymiſts' tell us, that Sugar, tho ſweer to 
Luſciouſneſs, yields one of the moſt ſharp and corroſive Spirits 
in the World: And it ſeems tis fo in the Moral World allo. 
An indulgent Toleration, when diſtill d in a Schiſmarical blind 
Head, produces att inflammable Spirit, which fires their Paſſions, 
and exalts their natural Fierceneſs: And fure I am, that fince 
the A& of Indulgence, the Church hath been perſecuted with 
more virulent and peſtilent Libels, than in thrice the time before. 
A Man who conſiders Things, und not Perſons, would imagine 
the Effect ſhould have been the direct contrary , That a Tolera- 
tion, eſpecially one ſo large and full, ſhould have melted their 
Hearts, and have produced calmneſs of Temper; Reſpect and 
Gratitude, at m_ ſhould have ſtopp'd their Mouths, and 
ſilenc d their Pens. But let the Reverend Dr. V. R. account 
for this, who (in a thing he calls a Sermon, and a 30th of Fanu- 
ary Sermon too) hath made the ſtrangeſt work with Occaſions that 
ever was heard of ; who with Hypocritical Sophiſtry, firſt told 
his Auditors, and then the World, that Fealonſies and Fears and 
French Matches and ſuch like things, were the Kr wt er Py 
the Rebellion (he calls it War) againſt K. Charles the Firft : And 
that may be; but then they were Occaſions made by the Rebels, 
not given by the King; even as my Money is the Occaſiom that 
the Thief robbs me: But then I imagine the Cauſe is the Thief; 
own wicked and Diſhoneſt Heart, and not the paſſive Tempta- 
tion of the Money. Let the Doctor's Occaſions therefore go as 
they come, and reſt for ever 1 2 infamous Sermon, as ſit for 
* no 
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no body to make uſe of but himſelf- Sure Eam, that whatever 
Qggaſſons the, Party may take from thence, the Tilerarimngasn Cruſe, 
ought to have had another Effect. Had the Chtiſtian Religiom 
been tolerated in any of the firſt Times, I beheve the Primitive 
Chriſtians would neyer have complain d of the want of Mod e- 
ration in their Governours ; but would have expreſs d their 
Meeknels, Humility, and Thanktulneſs, in the beſt manner they 
could; would have ownd/the; Favour dutifully, and havegcele- 
brated the Praiſes gf them that granted it: And thoſe, who pray 
ed for theig Proſperity, and were: very loyal to them, eren 
when they perſecuted them, upon ſuch a Difpenfationz. wquld 
have redoubled their Prayers for them, and their: Loyalty too. 
Well, whatever the Primitiye Chriſtians mighe: have done, tis 
fit other Meaſures ſhould be taken now. Icke Toleration, in- 
ſtead of ſoftning their Spirits, and produeing Thankfulneſs, 
hath only exalted their Hopes and Expectations, and they take 
it as an Earneſt, of ſomewhat more to come. The Church, it 
ſeems, is cpme to tho Temper ſhe promis dg but chat will not do; 
ſhe muſt be temper'd once more, and ſwallaw a new Doſe of 
Nloderacions and either blend the Schiſm and the Church toge- 
ther, to make a Hodgpodge of Religion, or elſe give the Schifm 
the Right-hand of Fellowſhip. . And by this you may ſee what 
a craving and voracious thing a tender Conſcience is; Which 
nothing can ſatisfie but Superiority and Power: For what elſe 
are they contending for now >To what end is the World pe- 
A Wichſ ede ente Pamphlets? What makes them ſo 
fall: of Clamour and Noiſe, at chis time? Not for Liberty of 
CONE to by a ; forithat they — _ U To what 
bpurpoſe then? Why, to very good purpoſe; that they may get 
the GS darwin = 7 heir Hands — Church — 9 — 
Feet. They have every thing beſides that they have a mind to; 
theyronly want to be our. Maſters, and to have us at their Mer- 
855 and then the Moderation would be compleat. This is the 
oncluſion of the whole matter. This is the Centre on which 
 termjaace all. the Lines of that Ley Qirele, of Abridgmints, Ol- 
e ee ee An! hundred, decent, "This | 
as em complain and quarrel, when, they are at eaſe, and 
well üs d. This make them return Scorns and 5 


Favours and Indulgences; and this, and this only, hath brought 


, * 


forth a new Species of Hypocriſie never heard of in the World 
before; They themſelves call it Occaſional Communlon: A new 


Name to a new Thing. Ambition and Covetouſneſs is the Fa- 
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W 
tber, and Schiſm the Mother; and in good truth, it fully re- 
ſemblesrits Parents in all its Features and Lineuments, and may 
be cad their Heir apparent: For they have entaifd upon it 
all their Hyporriſies ;: which afe Inheritance not like others, 
that paſs from the former Proprietors; but, like the Light, are 
communicated without ſeparating from the Subject; and they 
themſelves can at the ſame time retain the full poſſeſſion of 
them too. But this New Nothing deſerves ſome Paragraphs 
/ w0 £4 0, (leet vc: 
The firſt thing I have to obſerve, is, That Occaſional Commu- 
nion is nothing; nor is it poſſible for all the Men in the Uni- 
verſe to make anything of it; and the reaſon is; becauſe 
there is = contradictio nin the Terms: Occaſional is one thing, 
and Commuuion che direct contrary. Communion is a fix d and 
— only.'by the bye: Communion is'a Habit, 
Ocen ſiana l only. a ſingle Act. They may be joyn'd together in a 
[ Propoſition: but the Things themſelves can never agree, nor 


be made one; like Rebellious Loyalty, Orthodox Hereſie, 


thb Northi South Wind ; cine of the Terms is“ contradictory te 


the other, and they mutually deſtroy each other: And this is 
univerſally: true; Whatſoever is Occaſional, is not Communion; 


Whatſoever is Communion, is not Occaſional.. Cammunion denotes 
[Church-memberſhip z/ and an intimate and mutual Union be- 
tween the Parts hut Ob να˖ denotesStragling and Wandring, 
And mo Union at all: Communion is the Office of the Sheep 
within the Fold communicating with their Paſtors; but Occaſi- 
onal is the Work of a Wolf, who breaks into the Fold, and de- 
vours hat he hath no right to. So that theſe Gentlemen have 
coobbd us a fine Meſs, and have made a fine Diſtinction between 
Otcuſſinal and State i Communion ; that is, bebe Communion 
and no Communion: Fon there is no COmmunion but what is 


Stated. And I would; ask theſe: Occafidnal Gentlemen this one 


Qtieſtion: With whom do they communicate when they re- 


caive cke Sacrament in the Church. of England? whether with . 


the ir Brethren in Schiſm, or with the Church? I ſuppoſe they 


vill ay, With che: Ghurch at{thattrimes2 What, and tiot be in 
Communion with chat Church at the ſame time? That fure, is 
2 Conttadiction; but it ſeems theſe Gentlemen can do more 


than Miracles; They can Communicate without Communiort; 
«Nay, they chm Communicate with dne Cllurch, and at the fame 
time be in Communion With another ſeparate from her. Chri- 
ian Comniunion is an entire thing and uniform; always one, al- 
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ways the ſame, uncapable of Diſtinction or Diviſion ; and 
by this you may ſee the Fruitfulneſs of Humane Inven- 
tion ; — to juſtifie a foul Practice they have ooin d a 
| — Diſtinction, to divide what is indiviſible, and joyn 
together what can never be joyn d. The Apoſtle ipeaking of 
this very Sacrament (x Cor. 10. 17.) hath fully determin d this 
Point: For we being many are one bread, and one body; for we are all 
partakers of that bread. And it is.a pure Oneneſs indeed (a term 
they love to uſe) to be One for an Hour, and ſtand divided all 
the reſt of their Lives. To be One by chance, or by the bye, 
when à Place is to be had, or ſo; and when that turn is ſerv- 
cad, to be always, and fixedly ſeparated. I wonder what No- 
tions Men have of Ghriſtian Communion, who can talk thus looſe- 
ly and ſcandalouſly about it. Is Ghurch-Communion ſuch a 
caſual and fortuitous thing, to depend wholly: upon outward 
Accidents, upon the having or not having a Place? certainly 
the Goſpel gives us another Account of it, That tis the moſt 
ſetled and fixed Union in the World. Men are one body, and 
Parts one of another: But what are theſe? not parts to be ſure; 
for thoſe are odd kind of Parts, which can be put on and off at 
pleaſure: They are not ſo much as dead Members, but no 
Members at all. Occaſional Communion therefore is a wooden Leg 
Which is to be put on, or taken off as their is occaſion, only 
wich this difference, That that tied to the Body is a Help and 
Support to it; but this isurned to a Club, to batter, and bruiſe, 
and beat the Body to pieces: And I wiſli this did not too fully 
ſet forth the Men and their Practices. They come and receive 
the Sacrament in the Church of England; and then to expreſs, 
no doubt the Relation they have to her, they make uſe of all 
the Power and | Intereſt: they have gain d thereby, to do her 
miſchief, and deſtroy her. And here ariſes another eſſential 
Difference between Oceaſional and Communion. Communion is the 
Joynts of the Church, knits the Parts together, maintains a vital 
Communication between them, makes them mutually aſſiſtant 
to the whole, and to each other. The Head contrives, the 
Eye ſees, the Hands work, the Stomach digeſts, the Legs fup- 
port, all conſpire together for the Preſervation of the Whole, 
and of all the Parts. But Occaſional is the direct contrary ; 
creeps into the Church, but has.no part, nor Fellowſhip with 
it: There is no Communication from the Church to them, nor 
from them to the Church: They are foreign Plants, grow 
in a foreign Soil, joyn with the Schiſm againſt the Church, 
. nouriſh Diviſions, and make a part of them, break all the — 
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of Union; and in one word, do what they can to deſtroy tfie 
Communion of the Church, and the Church it ſelf. The ſhort 
of the caſe is this; All Vertues are Habits, and Men receive the 


Denomination from the habitual Exerciſe of them. You do 


not call a Man a ſober Man, who is once ſober ; nor honeſt, 
who is once ſo; but him who habitually practiſes the Vertues of 
Sobriety and Honeſty. The ſame is to be ſaid of Communion; 


which is not only a great Vertue it ſelf, but the Nurſe and Mi- 


ftreſs of all the reſt ; and conſequently tis a Habit; that is, it 
muſt be fixed and ſtated, or Nothing. You would think a Man 
mad, to talk of Qccaſfional Humility, or Qccaſional Chaſtity ; 
becauſe tis a contradiction : for theſe Vertues are Habits ; and 
whatſoever deſtroys the Habit (as Occaſional does) deſtroys the 
Vertue too. Occaſional Humility is Pride, Occafional Chaſtity: 


- Whoredom, and Occaſional Communion is Schiſm. 


XVIII. 7 


But when Men receive che Sacrament occaſionally in tlie 


Church of England, is that Act of Religion Nothing? Yes, 
without doubt it is Something, and Something bad enough too 


but that Something is not Communion, The Apoſtle tells us, an 


Lol is Nothing. By that he does not mean, that it is not Wood, 


or Stone, or 2 carved Image; but that it is not what they call'd* 


or eſteem'd it: Tis not à God, but meer ſenſeleſs Wood or 
Stone. But though an Idol was nothing, yet the worſhipping 


that Nothing, was one of the worſt Sins in the World, 
even Idolatry. Tis ſo here: Occaſional Communion is No- 


thing; but what they call ſo, is a moſt foul and corrupt Pra- 
Aice, loaded with Iniquity of divers kinds; and r wr of 
choſe kinds Crimes heinous, and of a deep dye. In the fi 

it proſtitutes this moſt holy Sacrament to vile and ignoble Uſes; 
makes it a Secular Tool or Engine to diſpoſe them to Prefer- 


ment; corrupts the Spiritual Nature of it, and makes Chritt's. 
Kingdom of this World ; 'tis ſomewhat worſe than thac. 
vile Practice in the Church of Rome, where tliey fell their 
Maſſes :. They make uſe of it to get Money one way, and theſe | 
another. This indeed is common to them, with others, who- 


dare approach This Sacrament without Repentance, and make 


uſe of it only as a Qualification, and when they are under a2 


preſent, and actual Incapacity : But then they have an equal 
ſhare in this terrible Guilt ; and with this difference too, That 


they do it bare-fac'd, own it and defend it; and that they are 


as they are Schiſmaticks. They 
which 


always under an Incapaci 
"_ babirually uncapable, the others only actually. Bur that 


ſt place, : 
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ter. This Sagrament is the higheſt Act of Stated Worſhip, is 
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Which follows is peculiar to themſelVes. Tis an audacibus 
Preſumption to attempt on this Sacrament, in direct oppoſition 
to the very Ends of it, which are, as to knit us to Cliriſt as to 
the Head, ſo alſo to one another as Members of the ſame My- 
ſtical Body. This Sacrament is the greateſt Bond of Union in 
the World': Men are joyn'd together in the Blood of Chriſt, 
and under the moſt facred Ties; and this Sacrament always 
ſuppoſes, always makes them one: But theſe Men approach the 
Sacrament, continue at it, and paſs away from it, and all in the 
Spiric of Diviſion';” they are no more united to us when they are 
at the Sacrament-with' us, than when at a Conventicle of their 
own. And with Wat ace can they pretend to partake of 
theſe. moſt holy Plédges of Union, and at the ſame time ſtand 
avowedly and ifixedly divided from every. Perſon with whom 
they communicate; and from the Church herſelf, and pretend 
Conſcience for the Separation too? What, is it Conſcience to 
ſeparate, and Conſcience to joyn with the Chufch too? One 
of theſe; I doubt, Conſcience muſt forſake.; however they: tell 


us their Conſciences will permit themato do it; and that may 


be; but then I deſire to know of what make that Conſcience 
is, which can ſtretch it ſelf to both parts of a Contradidion-: 


For to ſeparate from, and joyn with, are as much a Contradi- 


ction as White and black: But here they diſtinguiffi; they joyn- 
Occaſtonally, and ſeparate Sratedly. Vety well then (ſutting as 


ſide the Gontradiction of that Diſtinxctiom already accoumted for) 


I deſire further to know, whether this moſt holy Sacrament; be 
a Bond of Occaſional or of State Union; whether one end of 
its Inſtitution beito :unite Men looſely, iincohetently, and for a 
turnlzi that is to make a Rope of Sand; or in the moſt! ſtrict 
and indiſſolubls manner: And if this Tait be the Caſe, as moſt: 
certainlysit is, (and I believe the Occaſſonaliſt himſelf will not 
fay otherwiſe, however he practiſes). then let the World judge 
impartially of this ſcandalous Practice: For tis impoſſible, the 
Screains 2Theuld riſe above the Fountain. Occaſional: Communion 


-canibe the Bond on! y of: Occaſional Unity. Occaſional Unity 


is not Chriſtian Unity, hath no footing in the Goſpel, no place 
in Religion, and is in truth, Nothing. And this Term Occaſional 
maß ing the Diſtinction and ſpecifick Difference, muſt paſs to 
the whole Action, to all the parts of it, to all it: ſignifies, and 
td AlL its Effects and Conſequences: For Orcaſional in the Pre- 
miſs! dan ptoduce nothing but Occaſional im the Concluſion: 
Whereas im trurh, there is nothing Occaſional in the whole mat- 
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the Bond of Stated Communion, denotes and produces Stated 
Unity. Let the Occaſionaliſt conſider this, and conſider it ſeri- 
ouſly too (for it highly concerns him) and not juggle, and play 
faſt and looſe with the moſt ſacred Action in the World: Let him 
remember too, that he pawns all the Intereſt he has in the Blood 
of Chriſt, for his Sincerity in this great Action zand yet there 
is nothing ſincere, except it be to get a Place; all the reſt of 
the Conduct is groſs Hypocriſie, and double dealing, from one 
end to the other; Before God, before the World, from the na- 
ture of the Action, from the Intention of our Saviour, from 
the End of the Inſtitution, and in Chriſtian Conſtruction. 
They ſtand declared to be one with that Body with whom they 
communicate in theſe holy Myſteries; that is, One in the Chri- 
ſtian ſenſe intirely, firmly and ſincerely, or in their own terms 
One, by a Stated, conſtant, indefeaſable Union: For a faithleſs 
and treacherous Unity, Which is one to day, and another to 
morrow; is a perfect Stranger to Chriſtianity, and as contrary 
to all Religion, as it is to common Honeſty. But by vertue of 
one Word (Occafional) All this is defeated, the tremendous Pre- 
ſence of God and our Saviour prophan'd, the holy Myſteries 
_ polluted, the End of the Institution perverted; and the moſt ſo- 
lemn and declarative Actions in the World diſtinguiſhed away 
into nothing. They bring their Bodies to us, but leave their 
Conſciences behind them; for if Men have any Conſcience of 
God's Worſhip, to be ſure their Conſciences are with their Sta- 
ted Communion; and if we have any thing of theirs of that 
Nature, tis only an Occaſional Conſcience, which is a Con- 
ſcience good for nothing, a Conſcience under no Bonds and 
Obligations, which can bold it for an Hour, except they think 
their Conſcience obliges them to get a place at the Expence of 
their Sincerity. They in this great Action moſt ſolemnly and 
religiouſly profeſs and take the Sacrament upon it, That they 
are united to us in Chriſt, and Members of the ſame Body, and 
yet at the ſame time, and always before and after, are united 
to another Body, which is divided and ſeparated from us. The 

lend us their Preſence for an Hour, for a ſmall Concern of their 
own; and ſo ſoon as they turn their Backs, have no more Re- 
ligious Concern with us, nor we with them. And call you this 
Communion ? Is this to receive the Sacrament in the Church of 
England? Occaſional it is, and it will never be deny'd them; 
that is, tis a Temporary AR, cloath'd with all the Hypocriſie 
they are Maſters of, directly —_— their viſible Profeſſi- 
on, and the nature and end of that holy Action. Our molt 


F. pure 


_— - 


tA v „* 
- » ay 
Ee 


E400 
pure and undefiled Religion is turned into a Trick; all Plain- 
neſs and Sincerity is baniſh'd from God's Worſhip ; the moſt 
bleſſed Body and Blood of our Lord blaſphem'd, and made a 
piece of Craft, and all that is holy trifled with, and diſhonour'd. 
This is ſuch a degree of obdurate Boldnefs, that all former Ages 
have been Strangers to, and was never before heard of in the 
Ch. of God. This is tranſcendent and multiplied Iniquity : You 
cannot name it; tis too big for Deſcription, Hy pocriſie to be 
ſure it is; but that, as bad as it is, is not ſufficient to expreſs 
half its Vileneſs. Tis ſuperlative Hypocriſie, complicated with 
a vaſt Number of other Sins as bad as that, and is beſt deſcri- 


bed in the Stile they delight = 1 = its Name 1 LEGION. 


If this Diſtin&ion be tranſlated to any other matters of Weight 
and Moment, it will as eaſily elude all other Laws and Bonds: 
as thoſe of Religion, and the Vileneſs and Hypocriſie of it will 
plainly be diſcover'd ; ſuppoſe in that great Concern of the 
State, the Allegiance and Fidelity of Subjects to their Sovereign. 
What fine work would Occaſional and Stated Allegiance make in 
the World? Let Allegiance be as natural as you pleaſe ; let this 
grear Duty be faftned upon Men by the Laws of God, Nature 
and thoſe of the Land ; let it be riveted by Oaths in the moſt 
ſtrict and binding Terms that Humane Wit can invent; and let 
thoſe Oaths be taken in the moſt ſolemn and Religious manner 
that poſſibly can be; this one Word Occaſional does defeat them 
all and a thouſand times more: They ſwore only to Ry 
Allegiance, and they interpret the Laws in an Occaſional ſenſe, 
and there is an end of the Queſtion, and of Allegiance too. 
Here then we have got a Diſtinction that looſens all the Bonds 
in the World, blows up all the Obligations to Faithfulneſs, and 
whatever it is apply'd to it rotts and diſſolves it. Let there be 
any Duty in the World that Mankind are oblig'd to in all the 
Relations they ſtand to one another, clap but this Diſtinction 
upon it, and the Duty is no more. I do not fay nor mean, 
that they either have, or actually now do, apply this Diſtincti- 
on to this purpoſe : But I do not know but they may; for Al- 
legiance and the Laws, as ſacred as they are, are not more ſacred 
than the Body and Blood of our Lord: And thoſe who to ſerve 
a turn, have coyn'd a New Communion unknown to the Goſpel, 
may to ſerve another turn , coyn a New Allegiance unknown to 


the Laws; and there is not more Nonſenſe, Falſhood and Con- 
tradiction in Occaſional Allegiance, than there is in Occaſio- 


nal Communion. And, to ſay a plain truth, Thoſe who can 
| | 5 make 
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make ſuch outragious work with this moſt holy Sacrament,may 
do any thing in the World, Such Qualifications do not-uſually 
ſtick at ſmall matters: And I take the boldneſs to believe, that 
if the Bill had paſs'd, it would neither have turn'd out, nor 
kept out any one ſingle Perſon : For he that can take an Occa- 
ſional Communion to pet into a Place, can alſo for the ſame 
purpoſe, and with the ſame Conſcience too, keep Stated Com- 
munion with any Church in the World. However, that Law 
might have had this good effect, To have broken the Depen- 
dance the Party had on them, and to have prevented the Incon- 
veniences their Influence upon them might occaſion, and ſeems 
equally calculated for the Advantage of the Church, and of 
the Diſſenters too; for the we 66. of the Church,by ſeverin 
them from the Party : Their Authority and Influence woul 
: ſink among them, and they could not ſo eaſily carry on 3 
_— and divided Intereſb; and for the ſame reaſon, for the 
advantage of the Diſſenters too; for then they would not be ſo 
eaſily manag'd by them, nor ſo eaſily wrought upon to ſerve 
their Deſigns : For every honeſt and well-meaning Diſſenter, 
would thereby ſoon perceive that the Occaſionaliſts care as little 
for them, as they do for the Church, but would make & Tool of 
both, to advance their own 9 

This plainly and evidently convinces them of their Schiſm, 
I ſay plainly and evidently ; for whatſoever is plain and evident in 
its own nature, is ſo, tho your Men of Hy pocriſie will not ſee 
it, Aﬀected Blindneſs alters neither the nature of things, nor 
their Evidence, I know you cannot perſwade the Occafionalift 
that his Stated Communion with the Separation is Schiſm ; but for 
all that it is not only Schiſm, but apparently ſo : And this very 
Occaſional Act makes it not only viſible to all the World, but to 
himſelf too. For there is no Principle in Mathiematicks more 
clear and evident in that Science, than this is in Religion, That 
to ſeparate from a Church with which we can communicate 
without Sin, is Schiſm ; and if this be not the Caſe, there can 
be no ſuch thing as Schiſm in the World, nor no ſuch thing as 
a Church: Tis only a voluntary Society winch Men may en- 
ter into and recede from at pleaſure : That is, the Church is 
a thing of Mens making, and not of Chriff'ss I know they 
talk abundance of making Kingdoms and Kings, and reſer- 
ving the original Right in themſelves, to unmake .them a- 
gain, But I think they are not yet arriv'd to that pitch, To 
pretend to make Churches too. 2m is the Work of Chrift, 2 
| - | _ the 
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the Church is a Society of Divine Inſtitution and Appointment ; 
u Body united to Chriſ as the Head, and to one another as 
Members: Unity is eſſential to it without which it hath no 
Being, and can never ſubſiſt, but is an independent, and in- 
coherent Multitude, but no Society. And if Men may ſepa- 
rate Arbitrarily upon none, or upon ſlight cauſes, there can 
be no ſuch thing as Unity, a Church or Schiſm in the World. 
And here is the difference between this, aud Societies made 
by Humane Appointment, or mutual Compact: Men may 
for the moſt part, joyn or not joyn, as they find it moſt. 
fuitable to their Occaſions. But 'tis quite otherwiſe in So- 
cieties of Divine Appointment ; and eſpecially for that great 
End, the Salvation of Mankind. Here the Unity is fixed and 
ſetled by God himſelf, who hath bound it upon the Church, 
and upon every Member of it, by the ſtrongeſt Obligations in 
the World. What then can looſen this ſacred Bond? What 
can put aſunder what God hath joyn'd together? There is but 
one thing in the World can do it, and that is Sin. And this 
is fo plain and clear, that 'tis Impoſſible any Propoſition in 
the World ſhould be clearer : For _ is the Command of 
God, enjoyn'd by the Laws of the Gofpel, and obligatory to 
all Chriſtians, And it is impoſſible that any thing can diſpenſe 
with this; but in ſuch caſes, and in ſuch only, where the obſery- 
ing it, would be a T ranſgreſſion of other Commandments of 
God? Can any body ſuperſede the Commandments of God, 
but himſelf 2 God hath commanded Unity in the Church, and 
very ſtrictly commanded it too; and what can ſet aſide this, 
but ſome other of his Commandments, when Unity cannot be 
kept without the Violation of ſome of the reſt? The ſhort 
of the caſe is this : We are oblig'd to Unity ; but we are obli- 
ged alſo not to ſin; and where we cannot do both, there, 
and there only, we may, we muſt ſeparate, So that Separati- 
on muſt be always neceſſiry and unavoidable, It cannot 
de neceſſary and unavoidable where the Action does not 
draw atter it unavoidable Sin, And this is ſo evident, 
ehat (as far as I know ) it hath never been controver- 
ted; and all the Debates and Diſputes about Schiſm on 
all tides, have terminated in this point; that where the terms 
of Communion are ſinful, there is an end of the Queſtion on 
one ſide ; where they are not ſinful, there is an end of it on 
the other, But then we are to obſerve, that there is nothing 
Arbitrary in the whole matter, Where we cannot communicate 
without Sin, wo are bound to ſeparate ; where we can, we are 
bound to unite, And here it is that the Occaſionalift's conviction 
| ; comes 
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comes home to him. By this Occaſtonal Ac he declares® 
before God, and in the Face of the World, that he c 
communicate with. the Church of Eugland without Sin; an 
then it manifeſtly, as well as certainly follows, that his Sta- 
ted Communion in ſeparation from that Church, is Schiſm : 
Schiſm, I ſay, not only in it ſelf (for that is the caſe of them all) 
but judg'd ſo by him, declar'd and determin'd by his own Acti- 
ons : Schiſin without excuſe, without Plea, open and barefac'd, 
and without any covering in the World. Actions declare more 
truly, more fully, and oftentimes more plainly roo, than Mens 
Words; and whoever interprets Men by their Actions, takes 
both the wiſeſt and the trueſt courfe to underſtand them. The 
conſequence is, That the Occaſianaliſt doth hereby proclaim him- 
felf a Schiſmatick, as plainly, and more certainly, than if he had 
ſaid ſo in ſo many words. Tis his Act and Deed : He ſets his 
Hand and Seal to it, and before ſufficient Witneſfes. His own 
Works judge him, and he ſtands convicted, not only from the 
nature of t 


the thing, the force of our Arguments, the Senſe of 

Mankind, but alfo from his own Practices. For my own part, 
T am not able to fee what can be ſaid to this; and J cannot poſ- 
ſtbly gueſs, except it be one of theſe two; either that their Sta- 
ted Communion is not Separation, or that, tho' it is no Sin to com- 
municate occaſionally with the Church of England, yet it is Sin" 
to keep Stated Communion with Her. The firſt of theſe tis poſſi- 
ble, the Occafionaliſt may fay; becauſe tis of a piece with the 
Diſtinction, equal Nonſenſe and Contradiction: But if any body 
elſe ſhould ſay it, it deſerv'd no Anſwer but Bedlam; for 'tis per- 
ſet Raving and Madneſs. Do Men divide, and pretend to di- 

vide upon Principles of Conſcience too, and yet not ſeparate ? 

This is wonderful. At this rate our Breaches would be ſoon” 
heal'd: For it ſeems there is no ſuch thing; and They and We 
have been diſputing theſe 150 years about nothing at all: And 
our Laws, which concern theſe mutters, are inthe ſame Predicament 
too; and our wiſe Lawgivers have been making Proviſions and E- 
{tabliſhments, and fixing Securities againſt that which hath no He- 
ing; For if their Stated Communion be not & Separate Communion, then 
eis the ſame Communion, There is no Medium; and then the 
Act of Toleration too is as very a Nothing as all the reſt ; For 
I hope the Communion of the Church of England is not to- 
lerated by that Act. And then alſo what becomes of this 
fine Diſtinction? Fer if in their Stated Communica they com- 
municate with the Church: of England, as they muſt do, if 


their Stated Communion be not Separation ; then their 1 
tional 


| 


_ therwiſe : The Repetition deba 


For Conſcience is a ſacred thing, and 


"bo ſonal and Stated Communion is all one, all one Communion ; 
both Parts of the Diſtinction are the ſame ; that is, tis no Di- 


feinctton at all. But enough of this in all Conſcience, which 
requires no Reaſon or Argument, but only that Men be in 
their Senſes, If the ſecond be ſaid, That tho' Occaſional 
Communion be no Sin, yet Stated Communion is; this is 
every jot as ridiculous as the other, and a Spice of the ſame 
Phrenſie ; and the reaſon is, becauſe that if one ſingle AR hath 
no Sin accompanying it, the ſame Act multiplied a thouſand 
times over can have no Sin neither. And I would deſire theſo 
Gentlemen, or any Man in the World to tell me, which way 


the Hablt becomes ſinful, when there is no Sin In the particular 


Ace, A Man would Imagine the Caſe Was the direct contrary, 
All Religlous and Moral Acts recelve thelr Perfection from 
belng repeated, and become Hablts and Vertues which they 
were not before, But it ſeems , with theſe Men 'tls qalte o- 

{os the Ack, transforms its Na- 
ture, and makes It I can't tell what, "Tis Vertue in the Act, but 
Sin in the Habit ; And would it not be a U Definition of 
Sin, to ſay that it Is multiplied or habitual Vertue ? But this a- 


- grees well enough with the Diſtindion, and it ſeems Nonſenſe 


and Contradictions can be ſupported by nothing elſe but Non- 


ſenſe and Contradiftions, However they Cy of believe that 
t 


Occaſional Communion is no Sin; but Stated Communian is, 


and then tis all one in point of Conſcience, They are to be de- 


termined by their own Conſciences, and not by other Mens 
Reaſonings, Very well; this I believe is the Caſe, if there be 
indeed any thing at all in it: But tis altogether as wild and 
extravagant as all the reſt, Shew the Rule: Conſcience with- 
out a Rule is no Conſcience ; 'tis 855 Opinion, Imagination, 
Self-conceit, or any thing, but no Conſcience at all, I know 


ſome People are apt to call every Freak in their Heads, their 


Conſcience ; but it is plain they know not what they ſay, and 
are as much Strangers to Conſcience, as they are to Senſe : 
| hath a ſacred Rule : 'Tis 
a Judge and a Witneſs; accuſes and condemns, approves and ab- 
ſolves : and what way can any of theſe things be done without 
a Rule, and without an adequate Rule too. But theſe Men are 
a Rule to themſelves ; their fooliſh Imaginations is their Con- 
{cience, and the Rule of it too, Let them ſhew any thing from 
Reaſon, Scripture or common Senſe, that where Occational 
Communion is no Sin, Stated Communion is: But if that can» 
not be done, tis Stubborneſs, Self-will, or any thing elſe, but 
not 


—— 


[6] 3 
not Conſcience, If a Man ſhould ſay, that he believes three 
and two do not make five, he may ſay ſo if he will, all the 
World cannot help it; but if he can tell tive, no mortal Man can 
believe him. The Caſe is as plain here. The Ocen/fonalift may 
ſay that he believes that one Act hath no Sin, but twenty of the 
ſame Acts hath a great deal; and he may call it Conſcience too if 
he pleaſe, his Tongue is his own, and no body can hinder him; 
But if he is a Rational Creature, no Man upon Earth can be- 
lieve him ; nor can he believe himſelf, Upon the whole there- 
fore, Ihe Occaflonilift ſtunds convicted by his own Confeſſion, 
ſuch a Confeſſion, I mean, as neceſſurlly ariſes from the Nature 
of his Actlons ;: His own Occaſional Act Iirreſragably proves 
upon him, that his Stated Communion ts Sehifm ; an ungodly 
and unwarrantable Separation, abſolutely void of all the necel» 
ſary Conditions of Sepuratlion,; that therefore he 1s not only a 
Sehlſmatlek with the reſt of his Brethren ; but, which aggra- 
Vates it to the utmoſt, a Sebiſmarick ſelf-condemn'd, 


How far, in what Inſtances, and under what Penalties it 
may be fit to reſtrain this abominable Practice by a Law ; and 
whether it be ſeaſonable at this or at any other time, muſt be en- 
tirely left to Thoſe in'whoſe hands the ehe of this Na- 
tion is lodg'd. It hath been ſaid, Ex wal Moribas bong fiunt 

Leges, Ill Manners beget good Laws ; and, to be ſure, here are Man- 
ners Ill enough ; Subject. matter in abundance for Laws to ope- 
rate upon, And when a Practice is in it ſelf ſcandalous in a 
high egree ; diſhonourable to the Plainneſs and Purity of the 

riſtian Religion, a Reproach upon the Proteſtanf Name; 
and withal is open and notorious ; lifts up its IIead, and is de- 
fended and juſtified : Whether ir be yet ripe for the Magiſtrates 
Sword, the coercive Power of Laws, muſt be determin'd by 
thoſe in Authority, whoſe Wiſdom is equal to their Power, and 

Who know when and how, in what manner and meaſure, to 

apply Remedies to ſuch Corruptions as they think proper for - 
their Station and Character to take notice of, I ſhall endea- 
vour to move in my own Sphere; my Buſineſs is to repreſent 
the Evil of it, and not to make Laws about it, which is a Pro- 
vince above me, and is already plac'd in far better and wiſer 

Hands, Nevertheleſs, ſeeing this very thing is become the 1:- 
niverſal Talk of the Nation, ſecing ſcveral Perſons have taken 
the liberty to write Pamphlets about it, no theie Senti— 

ments with great freedom, ſome one way, and ſome another; 
1 hope it will not be eſteem'qd a greater Preſumption in me, P 


ry © 


I ſhould alſo lay down my Thoughts on- chis weighty Subject, 


not to direct my Superiours, but to reflect on what I take to be 
Miſtakes and falſe Reaſonings in private Men like my ſelf. And 
4ltho' when the two Great and Auguſt Aſſemblies of the King- 
dom have condeſcended ſo far, as to publiſh and print their Re- 
ſolves and Reaſons. about this matter; it ſeems as if thereby 
they. gave leave to thoſe without doors to examine them, and 
to offer their Reaſons too, if they diſſent in Opinion from ei- 
ther of them reſpectively; provided it be done with that De- 
cency and Modeſty as becomes all private Men, to thoſe two - 
Great Branches of Legiſlature, However, I ſhall not take that 
Boldneſs they ſeem to allow ; nor preſume to meddle with any 
thing that hath been ſaid, done, or printed about this mutter, 
in, or by either Houſe of Parliament : Bur ſhall confine my 
Calf wholly to what hach been ſaid without doors, and by Men 
in a private Capacity, I oF W 
| XXII. 
Dr. D'awenant hath advanc'd mr on this Head : But 
'tis ſuch a /emerbing as never before came from a Man of Parts. 
He reaſons looſely, coldly, inconſiſtently, and in downrighr 
terms contradicts himſelf, I do not mean with reſpect to. Tom 
Double, or any of his quondam Writings : But in that very Chap- 
ter his Aſſertions quarrel with one another, he overthrows 
what he eſtabliſhes, beats down with one hand what he builds 
up with the other; and this not in ſmall matters, but in the 
main and principal Purpoſes of his Book. It ſeems as if this 
contradictious Diſtinction was infectious, and ſpreads its Con- 
tagion to all the Reaſonings about it. No Man can meddle 
with it, or ſay any thing in defence of it, hut he muſt contra- 
dict himſelf. I do not deſire the Reader ſhould take my word 
for this, till he ſees it fully provd. The main Deſign of his 
Chapter Of Religion and Liberty of Conſcience, (perhaps of his 
whole Book) was to give Reaſons againſt the BILL, and to 
ſhew the Conſequences of that New Remedy (as he calls it) That 
1 it would make the Diſſenters jealous of their Tolerati- 
Peace at home on; That they are not to be injur'd obliquely, or by a fide 


e 


and War a- ; | a 
Wind ; That fuvourable and indulgent Laws reſemble 
9 240. Treaties between Princes which when interpreted STRIC- 


TO JURE, come ſoon to. be quite broken; and beget, 


firſt Diſputes, then Reſent ments, then Injuries, and at laſt an open 
Breach : That, tho it may be ſtrictly juſt, yet not prudential : That this 


Tau is like a new Citadel, erected juſt over againſt their Fortreſs, and 


they may Juſpect it intended to bridle them, if not to make further In- 


curſions, 


Nn 


urſſoni, and ſo the Articles of Peace are infringed ; and ſmall matters 


may renew ancient Animoſities, may beget Diſputes, theſe Diſputes Heats, 
and theſe Heats embroyl the Nation: That it is likely to incline the Diſ- 
ſenters to take new meaſures, and new Councils; to think themſelves a- 
gain divided, and may raiſe Ferments in the Blood, and bring acute Hu- 
mours to float, whic 

League with the Diſcontented ; and ſuch a Conj unct ion may be formi- 
dable and fatal: That it may harden them in their Separation ; may 
furniſh their Teachers with the popular Topick of Perſecution 3 may re- 
ore their Unity in Intereſt and Councils, And, in fine, he hath 
＋ them argue with themſelves ; the Summ of which is, Thar 
if they can 
| A 7 If they can be the ſuperiony Religion, they ſhall bawe all the 
Power: Who knows what a reſolute Pocomence may produce ? The 
Attempt once ſucceeded, and may again. 

be confin'd to themſelves ; jel to the Adver(ary, buy of none but Friend: ; 
let them by Thrift and application to Buſineſs, grow rich apace ; let them 
favour, aſſiſt and countenance each other, be acted by one Council and one 
Spirit: They have Numbers, are formidable ; and whoever has a mind 
to 2 he State, will court them, and they may turn the Balance. 
And by way of inference, That the beſt remedy is Patience and 
Moderation; That other Remedies may Hir up, yet not carry off bad Hu- 
 mours, which a dangerous in Politick, as in Natural Bodies, And a- 


bundance more, to ſhew the terrible Miſchiefs of the Occaſio- 


nal Bill; the leaſt of which, by a Train of Conſequences, 
may endanger the whole State. One Spark may enkindle ſome 
Straw, that may fire the Houſe, that Houſe may burn the Town, 
and that Town may ſet fire to the Kingdom; and therefore let 
no Wind-Inſtrument come near that furious Element, which 
now lies quietly rak'd up in Aſhes. I know he compares it to 
a Citadel; but I think it would have expreſsd his Senſe a little 
fuller, if he had reſembled it to a Pair of Bellows, which will 
blow the Sparks about our Ears: Nay, for ought J ſee, the ſmal- 
leſt Puff may do all this dreadful Work: For he tells us, Thar 
imaginary Fears, ſmall Punctilio s, remote Occaſions may do all this, 
and enkindle a Flame that will hardly be quench'd. How- 
ever, as politick as he is, the Doctor ſcems a little to contra- 
dict himſelf in his Calculation: For he tells us, (p.235) that 
the preſerying the Act of Toleration, hath quite contrary 
Effects to thoſe of this Bill: It breaks their Meaſures. 
their Unity is at an end; their Diſcipline ſlackens; their 
Zeal cools; and (I pray mark what follows) They begin to mind 

their worldly Goncerns, which when the Flock do, ho Paſtor can 10 


— 


now ſeem quiet: May make them ſtrike up 4 


not get into the State, why may not the State be brought to 


lowever, let their Dealings 


lou. 
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longer guide them as be pleaſes, And yet the Occaſional Bill, which 
(according to him) muſt have contrary Effects, is to make them 
apply to buſineſs, and grow rich apace, and to countenance each other, and 
ro be ated by one Council, and ove Spirit. Now tis a little odd in 
politick Conſideration, that the very ſame thing ſhould be the Ef- 
tet of two contrary Cauſes, and alſo the Cauſe of two con- 
trary Effects. The Toleration as a Cauſe, will make them 
mind their TWorldly Concerns, and their mindin {diag worldly Con- 
cerns will have this Effect, to looſen their Dependance on their 
Leaders ; Their P aſtor can no longer guide them as he leaſes, The now 
Remedy (which is to operate contrary to the other) will make 
them- p toe Buſineſs too, and grow rich a pace (which I take to be 


:ninding their worldly Concerns;) But then that Application, and 


growing rich, is ſo far from looſening any Dependance, that 
it knits them faſter, and they are to be acted by one Councel and 
ove Spirit. Perhaps this may require {ome Maſter 1n Politicks 
to reconcile it: But, it may be, the Doctor may remember that 
this is not unuſual in the Caſe of Money, and minding IWorldly 
Concerns, Which is ſuch a changeable Principle, that contrary 
Cauſes do often produce it, and that as often produces contra- 
ry Effects. For Inſtance ; it makes Men write pro and con, for 
and againſt the ſame Things, Perſons and Cauſes : It makes 
Men aggravate and extenuate the fame Faults ; it makes them 
accuſe and excuſe the fame Perſons and in in the fame Caſe: 
In one word, it transforms a Tom Double into a Charles Double. 
And therefore, I will not abſolutely ſay this is a Contradiction, 
becauſe the Door may poſſibly argue from his own Experience, 
and there is no diſputing againſt Matter of Fact. But that 
which follows, is a flaming one, and which no Man can recon- 
cile. I ſuppoſe no Man who reads what the Doctor hath 
wrote upon this Subjuct, bit will forthwith conclude, that the 
Doctor really believes that the debarring the Diſſenters from 
Places of Profit, Truſt or Power, will have all thoſe tragical Ef- 
fects he mentions, will unite them cloſer, harden them in their 
Separation, ſet them oppoſite to the State, make them fit Tools 
for the Diſ:ontentcd, and in fine, embroyl the Nation, diſturb 
its Peace, and endanger it. Whereas in truth there is no ſuch 
matter; and he in the very ſame Chapter hath contradicted eve- 
ry Word of it: For he there (p. 237.) introduces, and applauds 
the Example of Hinry III. of France, with reſpect to his Treat- 
ment of the Hugwenots; and theſe are his Words: He gave them to 
underſtand, Thit as they were ꝛ0 ſear no hurt, ſo they were to exp no 
deut frem him : He ſhut them out from the Management of — ö 

| y 
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' by a general care in the executive Power : He took none of that Perſwas 


ſion into Familiarity, or the ſervice of bis Houſhould : He excluded them 


from all Offices of the Crown, the Revenue, Courts of Fuſtice, Govern 
ment of Provinces and Places, and from all Employments in the Army, 


Now here is all that the Bill requires, and abundance more too : 


For the Bill hinders no Man from taking a Place in any branch 
of the Government ; only debars them from going to ſeparate 
Meetings, after they have taken one. And what was the Con- 
ſequence of theſe excluded Meaſures? 1 ſuppoſe you expect to 


hear that they were hardned in their Separation, more united 


in Intereſt, oppreſs'd the State, joyn'd the Diſcontented, and 
ſet the Kingdom in a Flame. No, no, tis all the contrary ; 
and by the Doctors own reckoning, This perverted more in three 


or four years, than all the Cruelty of him or bis Predeceſſors ; and i: 


was then thought he would in a ſhort time have reduc d'the while 
Kingdom, if he bad not been forc'd to change his Meaſures, and revoke 


hi Edicts. This Method, it ſeems, went ſmoothly and calm 
. ly enough on then, and occaſion d not any one of the Doctors 


imagin'd Conſequences ; but all the contrary : And how comes 


it to paſs that it muſt make ſuch tumultuous and frightful work 
now? Was it that the Change was eaſier, and the Step nearer, * 
for the Hugucnots to come over to the King's Religion? That 


cannot be: For it is far eaſier, and eſpecially for the Occaſana- 
l;/?, to come over to the Church of England, than for a Pre te- 
ſtant to turn Papiſt. Was it, that the Huguenots were worſe 
Men, and of more limber Conſciences? Nor that neither; for 
the Doctor puts the caſe. of the bad Men among the Diſſenters 
(p. 255.) who in all Sefs are the Majority, and for whom he hath 
made Reaſons and Speeches to engage themſelves and their 
Partners, to the Diſturbance of the State. Was it (peculiar to 
the Climate, and an Inſtance of French Levity? No, not ſo 
much as that; for the Doctor's Reaſon is generals and not ar- 


propriated to Times or Places. For he tells us, The Nature of 


Man (not of the French Man only) is ſo intereſted, that this f er- 
verted more in three or four years, Was it that thie Haguenots were 
better Men? That muſt not be ſaid, ſeeing ſo many of them 
were ſo ſoon and ſo calily perverted to a falſe Religion; and, 
as the Doctor ſays, all the reſt were in a fair way to tollow, if 
the King had not chang'd his Meaſures. Was it at laſt, "That 
King Henry had better Reaſons and Evidences for his Religion, 
and might work upon them by force of his Arguments? The 
Doctor knows the contrary ; That the Arguments of the Ch. 
of England are of far more — than either the Papiſts cr 
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thoſe of Schiſm can bring for themſelves ;-and owns the ſame 
thing in Subſtance over and over: But then it will appear to. 
all Men very ſtrange and unaccountable, how the very ſame. 
Methods being joyn'd with Truth, and true Religion, ſhould 
convert no body, and produce nothing but herrid Uproars and 
Convulſions, which with a- falſe Religion; perverted ſo many, 
and without the leaſt Diſturbance and Unquietneſs. I-ſuppoſe 
it requires a very uncommon Penetration to diſcern.the diffe- 
rence ; and Men muſt be extraordinary politick Who can eſpy 
ſuch contrary Effects ariſing out of-the ſame Cauſes, For my 
rt, I can ſee but one Difference in the whole matter; and 
that is, The Doctor telly us, King Henry did this by @ general cave 
in the executive Power 3 whereas this New Remedy Was deſign'd for 
a Law, Now, this indeed may make ſome difference as to the 
Power and Authority by. which the thing is done; but none at 
all in the Effects and Conſequences, the Excluſion be the 
A& of the Prerogative, and breeds no Diſturbances, neither 
will it if the ſame be enjoyn'd by a Law: And if the Diſſen- 
ters Will be-uneaſie if this be bound upon them by a Law, they- 
will be ſo too, if it be only the Act of the executive Power, 
Nay, the reaſoning to Conſequences in Exgland is the direct 
contrary, Several things, which when they are Acts of the 
Prerogative, and proceed only from the executive Power, 
lit "oy uneaſie upon the People; when, notwithſlanding, 
if the ſame things are turned into a- Law, they paſs ſmooth» 
ly, and the People are at quiet, There are Inſtances enough 
of this; but I need only mention the Joleration; which when 
it came only from the Prerogative, (as in the Caſes of King 
Charles and King James) bred: Jealouſies, and gave Alarms; a 
Which ceas'd ſo ſoon as it was made a Law. Upon the whole 
therefore, the Doctor hath told us abundance of terrible things: 
that were to follow upon the paſſing of this Bill; and in the 
{ame place, in the ſame Chapter, hath produc'd an Example out 
of Hiſtory, which confutes and contradicts every word of it. 
And it is to be obſerv-d, that the Doctor here argues upon po- 
lieick Conſiderations; what may, not what certainly will fol- 
low. Such things are not capable of: certain Conclufions ; nei- 
ther the Doctor himſelf, nor any Man elſe, can certainly tell- 
what Motions the paſſing this Bill will occaſion among the Dif- 
ſenters, or whether any Motions at all; and much leſs whe- 
ther they will be of any dangerous. Conſequence ; but what by 
ſtrict and nice Obſervation, or in the Judgment of wiſe Men, 
may probably. be the Iſſue. But when he hath brought an In- 
tance, where the Caſe is put. in all its Circumſtances, and 1 


[49] 
all Intents and Purpoſes ; and the Succeſs was the direct con- 
trary: That Inftance is more forcible than all his Surmiſes and 
Conjectures, and perfectly confutes them. For one Matter of 
Fact truly repreſented, tends more to determine the Judgment 
of a wiſe Man in fuch Matters, than a thouſand imaginary 
Reaſons, and Conclufions drawn from- Premiſes that hang in 
the Clouds, And however the Doctor may pleaſe himſelf in 
Harangues, and finding out Reaſons to inſtame the Diſſenters ; 
all other Men make another uſe of Hiſtory ; and from the ſame 
Caſe exactly happening before, are very apt to conclude, that 
the ſame Event will happen alſo : Otherwiſe Hiſtory would be 
a very uſeleſs thing; and would tranſmit none, or very poor In- 
ſtructlons to Poſterity, So that the Doctor may draw the PI- 
cure of as many Bugbears us he pleaſes ; They may ſerve to 
-»ſhew the Man, but not the Cauſe; For ſo long as this Inſtance. 
ſtands in his Book, every Tittle of it is directly contradicted, and 
that which is of the greateſt Weight in Politicks, contradifted by 
Example too, I know the Dodtor may ſay, he brought this Inſtance. 
only againſt Perſecutlons, and not to ſhew the conſequences of this 
mew Remedy, But that ſignifies nothing, ſo long as it is really a plain 
and viſible Inſtance againſt his Conſequences, He did not perſecute- 
them, but at the ſame time he kept them from «ll Places of Profit 
und hower: And therefore Þ-will allow him, that it is an Example 
againſt Perſecution ; and he muſt allow me that it is an Example 
or the Bill. And if it be of force in one caſe, tis ſo in the other 
caſe too, As it confirms his Reaſons againſt Perſecution,fo it ut- 
terly overthrows what he advances againſt the Bill. For from hence 
there are two things as clear as the Sun: Firſt; That the Act or 
Tokration and the Bill againſt Occaſional Communion, may very well“ 
conſiſt together: They have done ſo already, by the Doctor's own. 
confeſſion; and then, the Doctor's Fealouſtes, imaginary Fears, ob- 
lique, and fide-wind Injuries, are all as imaginary as the Fears; 
Conch drawn from his own Head, but not from the nature 
of the thing: And his. Citadel is a Caſtle in the Air, a thing 
without a Foundation. And what connection, I wonder, 
is: there between Places and the Toleration, that the debarring- 
from one, muſt either neceſſarily or probably inferr an En- 
croachment upon the other? Is there no difference between 
granting them a free Exerciſe of their Religion, and preferring 
them to Places of Profit? And what hath Liberty of Conſci- 
ence to do with Secular Employments? And Men muſt have a a 
ſtrange ſtretch of. Logsck; who from ſuch Premiſes can either 


directly or obliquely draw ſuch concluſions, The Summ of _ | 
the. 


[ 5o | 

the Doctor's Jealouſies and Fears amounts to this in other 
Words ; If you do this, we do not know what you will 
do hereafter, and then the Toleration may be in danger, Now 
this is true: But if this be a Reaſon, it will be always one; 
and theſe imaginary Tears will diſturb the Nation, and do all 
the Doctor's terrible things, whether the Bill paſs or no: For 
neither they, nor we, nor any Man under Heaven, can tell 
what will be done hereafter, However, they have. all the 
reaſon in the world to conclude the contrary ; they have al- 
ready all the Security of that Law; and if this Bill had 
pals'd, another Law -ſuperadded to ſecure it to them, And, 
notwithſtanding that, the Doctor hath made for them I know 
not how many Fears, I do not believe that there 1s one among 
them, and much leſs any Number of them who hath any Jea- 
louſie of the matter; or is in the leaſt apprehenſive that their. 
Toleration is in danger. The next thing that is evident from 
this Example, is, that the debarring Diſſenters from Places, 
does not draw after ic any one of the Doctor's Conſequences : 
For 'tis plain matter of fact, That this very ſame thing was 
10 far from uniting them cloſer, and putting them into Clubbs 
and Combinations againſt the Government, that it perfectly broke 


them to pieces; it took off ther Leaders and (if the Doctor 


calculates right) was likely in a ſhort time to take off all the 
reſt, and draw in the whole Body of them. And what politick 
reaſon can be given why the Effects muſt now be perfectly contra- 
ry For my part I know but one Reaſon ;, and that is, that the 
octor and ſuch Writers as he, have done all they can to make it 

Io. Here he hath furniſhed them with all the mutinous Topicks 
he can think on, and upon pretence of drawing conſequences. He 
takes that Handle, to teach them all the Art and Cunning of Se- 
dition, In the firſt place, they are to call the Bill, an attacking 
of the Toleration by a Side-wind, and a Citadel built to bridle 
them, and make Excurſions upon them; and they muſt take new 
meaſures and Councils, and ſtrike up a ſtricter League with the 
diſcontented ; and after all, they are to argue with themſelves; 
and he hath fram'd ſuch an Argumeme for them, as includes all 
the Provocations to Mutiny and Rebellion, and ſet forth with | 
all his Skill and Eloquence (p. 252.) The Law takes from them 
the privilege of being of both ſides - And what will it avail to go 
over ? The Clergy will ſilſpedt us to be Welves in Sheeps cloathing, and 
duo their utmoſt to ſhut ws cut of their Flocks 5 and will rather encou- 
Vage their old tried Friends, than their new ſuſpected ones; and what 
can 


can we get 7 Conformity? A few may, the ref® will be unregarded, 
and we had better continue in our Separation; and if we cannot get 
our ſelves into the State, why may not the State be brought to w? If 
we can be the ſuperior Religion, % ſhall have all the power, Who 
knows what a reſolute perſeverance may do? The Attempt once ſucceed= 
ed. Covering our Deſigns under the Veil of reforming Hen; and by 
our Arts, Boldneſs and Induſtry, did we not overthrow a Government 
ſtrongly ſupported ? Ana why may not the ſame be done again? _y 
e fail in this, let us continie our Dealings to one another; let irs apply 
cur ſelves to Buſineſs, and grow rich apace : In all Affirs lit us go 
together : we have Numbers; and if we do”not ſcatter, we have a for- 
midable Body; and whoever have a mind to diſturb the State, will 
court us, &c. Now here is a fine Speech; but what does all this 
Seditious Rhetorick tend to? Is it to dive into their Tho ghts, 1 
or to tell them hi; own ? Is it to propheſie what they would do, | 
or to inſtruct them what they ſhould do? And, to bs lure, it it | 
does not find them tumultuous, it is very proper to make them | | 
ſo. Tis as much as if he had ſaid to them, Look ye, Gentle- | 
| 


men, if the Bill paſs, you. have nothing elle to do, but to fol- 
low the Steps of your Fathers, and to turn Rebels: If you per- ö 
ſevere, you may overthrow the Government as well as they; 1} 
but if that cannot be done now, confine your Commerce among 1 
your ſelves ; keep cloſe together: you have Numbers, and are 
formidable, and will have an Acceſſion of all the Diſcontented ; 
and if you are not divided, you may be able to turn the Bal- 
_ lance, and compaſs your Ends, And is not this fine Stuff to come 
from a Man, who pretends to bend all his Endeavours to keep 
Peace at home? It much tends to Peace indeed, to put inflaming 
and ſeditious Speeches into their Mouths; and to chalk them 
out a way to diſturb the State: For the Doctor may be told (if 
he needs to be told) that theſe Topicks may be uſed upon any 
other Occaſion, They are not calculated only for the Bill; but 
will ſerve any other purpoſe as well as that, If they affect Su- 
periority and Power, if they are dilcontented upon any other 
occalion, or upon no occaſion at all, but that they ate reſolved 
to be diſcontented ; Theſe goodly Speeches will ſerve that 
turn, and may be applied to whatſoever they have a mind to: 
Whereas a Man of leſs reach than the Doctor, would have ima- 
gin'd that the way to keep Peace, hud been the direct contrary ; 
and the Speech- making ſhould have turn'd upon contrary Heads | 
of Diſcourſe ; That if they had any Fears, thoſe Fears were 1 
ill grounded ; That the Toleration was in no manner of ; 
danger, but ſecur'd, and made more firm by that Act; = | 1 
thele 1 
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thoſe Gentlemen ho were the moſt zealous for it, were like- 
wiſe as zealous to preſerve the Toleration inviolably ; That 
that Act did affect but a very few of them; and which was no- 
thing in compariſon of their whole Body; Fhat thoſe, few it 
might affect, were the worſt among them, Men of looſe Con- 
ſciences, who could comply for Preferment; That if it did ſe- 
parate Hypocrites from them, it was much for their Advantage, 
for Hypocrites never did any good in any Society, but always 
Miſchief ; That if it had any Influence in ſome ſmall matter on 
their Secular Cotfterns (as in truth it had not) it would be Wil- 
dom in them to overlook it; and their Patience would have been 
kindly taken, and have-tended to their Reputation, and ſhew'd 
them to be Men of Temper, who would not embroyl the Pub- 
lick for ſome Difficulties. of: their own; and ſeeing the Exer- 
ciſe of their- Religion, and the Liberty of their Conſciences 
was free and full: That main Point being ſecur'd, would ſerve 
to compenſate a little Uneaſineſs, if any ſuch ſhould happen. 
Now this certainty is the moſt proper method to ſecure the pub- 
lick Peace, and to keep them quiet and eafte ; and the rather, 
becauſe tis exactly true in every particular. Here is nothing 
imaginary, no oblique, and 1 Topicks; but all true, plain, 
directly to the Point, and proper to promote Peace in all 
Men peaceably minded. But the Doctor, it ſeems, is for 
taking the direct contrary Courſe: He is for repreſenting ima- 
ginary Fears ; and inſtead of ſatisfying thoſe Fears, is for skrew- 
ing them up to the higheſt, and diſplaying them in the moſt 
formidable Colours his Eloquence can dreſs them in ; he is 
for repreſenting a Faction Numerous and Formidable, and ea- 
lily falling into dangerous Meaſures and Councils, and all this 
ir ſeems to promote Peace and Union. Theſe are new Poli- 
ticks, and if this be the way to Peace, tis a new one of the 
Doctor's finding out, and which was never trod before: Not on- 
ly our own Nation, but all Nations in the World, have been 
kept in Peace by contrary Methods, by keeping the Reins 
of the Government even, by ſteadinefs in its Councils and 
Motions, not being interrupted by the Peoples Fancies, and 
imaginary Fears, nor intimidated by any Faction: And to 
what purpoſe are their imaginary Fears heightned and their 
Numbers augmented, but to ſtrengthen the Faction, and 
weaken the Hands of the Governqient:; It is in plain Engliſh, 
the Faction muſt not be diſguſted, nor diſpleaſed, leaſt they 
run into imaginary Fears and Jealouſies, and theſe Fears and 
Jealouſies pur them upon dangerous Projects to overthrow the 
| Government, 
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Government. At this rate we are like to have abundance of 


Peace and Quiet, which muſt depend upon Fears and Jealouſies, 
and theſe imaginary ones too. Such fleeting and precarious Prin- 
ciples, which, as 1 no Foundation, ſo they have neither 
Meaſure nor End: But if this be really the Caſe, and Mat- 
ters are in truth as the Doctor repreſents them; it is a better 
Argument for the Bill, than any I have yet met with : For 
I hope the Church Party may have their Fears and Jealouſies 
too, and the Doctor hath taken abundance of pains, that they 
ſhall not want Occaſion; and if the Diſſenters imaginary Fears, 
may work ſo much miſchief, T hope the Church Party's real 
Fears may operate as ſtrongly, for prevention. And this Con- 
ſequence is as clear as the Sun, that if there be ſuch a Party 
who can fear without Reaſon , be jealous without Cauſe, 
and then fall into the moſt deſtructive and pernicious Pro- 
jects; tis not only warrantabbe but abſolutely neceſſary, to make 
all poffible proviſion to prevent the Execution of ſuch terrible 
Fears and Jealouſies. | 
XXIII. 7 


To the ſame pu rpoſe another of their Advocates, who in the 


firſt place calls this Bill Perſecation; and that his Reader Rights of 


may be ſure not to miſtake him, calls it ſo near ten times p,oeſftart- 
over. It ſeems the World hath been much miſtaken about Di/ſenters 
the ſenſe and meaning of Perſecution, which always till Fart ll. 

now,hath been thought to conlilt of politive Evils affecting their 
Bodies or Eſtates ; but theſe Gentlemen have got a Perſecution 
of their own, which is purely Privative and Negative; and they 
are ſo very tender, that they are perſecuted, when they are not 
hurt, nor ſo much as touch'd; nay, when they have all the Quiet 
and Freedom in the World. Here then we have got a new Dis 
ſtinction, to ſuit with fared and oceaſianal Communion, What is 
Perſecution ? Why in their Logick 'tis twofold, firſt po, and 
conſiſts in Fire, Faggot, 'Confiſcations, Fines, Impriſgnments, 
and ſuch like; ſecondly, privative, and conſiſts in not having 
of Places, not having in their Hands the Power and Profits of 
the Nation, Well; no body knows what Advantage may 
be made of a uſeful Word when it falls into ſome Mens 


Hands, Perſecution hath been the Topick for a great many 


Years, and it ſeems they cannot leave it yer, though the 
ſharpeſt among them cannot tell how to faſten it; but how- 
ever they are reſolv'd to have it, and rather than fail, will ap- 
ply it nonſenſically : And by this you me ſve how they mend 


upon you, They have granted to them all the Liberty of Con- 
II {ciencg 
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ſcience, they can deſire, or wiſh for; but for all that they 
are Perſecuted ſtill and this Tyrannical Church is ſtill exerciſing 
her perſecuting Spirit, in keeping them from Places. And what 
can be ſaid to, or of, ſuch Men who are reſolv'd to be perſecu- 
ted, whether yow will -or no, and who are inflaming them- 
felves and the Nation with the hardeſt words, which have 
no meaning nor can poſlibly be applyed. I have heard of 
a Gentleman who when he had drunk enough and too much, 
and the Houſe would not let him have any more, he goes up 
to his Chamber, puts his head out of the Window, and cries 
out as loud as he could, Fire, Fire! This quickly alarm'd all. 
the Town, made them ariſe from their Beds; and every body 
was inquiring where the Fire was: At laſt one told them he 
thought the noiſe came from ſuch an Inn, and when they 
came thither, they knocked, and ask'd where the Fire was ; he 
puts his head again out of the Window, and cries here, here ; 
'tis in my Mouth, and they will let me have no drink to 
quench it, Even ſo, theſe Gentlemen cry out, Perſecution ; 
und when you come to enquire where it is. Why 'cis in their 
Mouths, and they want to ſwallow ſome Places to extinguiſh 
it, I wonder what the Reman Emperors would have thought of 
the Chriſtian Religion, if after they had granted a full Indulgence, 
the Primitive Chriſtians ſhould have been perpetually buzzing 
in their Fars, that they were ſtill perſecuted, becauſe they were 
not made Præters, Prefects, or Major domo's, Well, if it be Perſe- 
cution, TI. hope tis not perſecuting their Conſciences; except 
an Othce and Conlcicnce be convertible ; and then I do not 
know how much one may affect the other. However, this Aus 
thor and ſeveratothers, tell us it istheir Birthright,and they ought 
not to be depriv'd of their Bir:hright for Opinions in matters 
of Religion; and ſuch depriving, if it be not Perſecution; tis 
next door by. Now this is perfectly a new Title too. I won- 
der who was ever Bern to the Treaſury, Chancery or any o- 
ther Office in the Nation, except what hath pailed by Parent 
to Men and ther Heirs. I have heard of a young Fellow, who 
coming to London, to be bound Prentice, and having the For- 
tune to ſee the Splendor of my Lord Mayer's Shew, and being ask d 
by his Friends to what Trade he would be bound; why truly he 
would be bound to a Lord M yor. But evemthis wiſe young Man 
did not think that the Mayoralty was his Birthright, but that 
it muſt coſt him ſeven years Apprentiſhip. Hitherto theſe things 
have been thought to paſs by Favour, and the Government hath 
den pertectiy free to diſpoſe as they pleaſe, without any injury 
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Right in them, and their tender Conſciences have privileges a- 
bove all the World beſides. The Saints muſt inherit the Earth; 
and much more Offices and Places: nevertheleſs this is a ſtrange 
reaſon from them, who will not ſo much as ſuffer the Crown to 
be an Inheritance; however, Birthright or no Birthright, it hath 


always been the practice of wiſe Nations, for the Legiſlature to 


interpoſe, and to appoint ſuch Limitations and Qualifications, 
as were thought moſt expedient: and more particularly this hath 
been the practice of our own Nation , and the Caſe before us 
fully determines it. They ſubmit to Occaſional Communion, 
and juſtiſie it as a Legal Qualification: But if Birthright (in their 
ſenſe) muſt do it, all Qualifications are out of doors, and the 
Act of Uniformity is nothing, and Men may enter into the Church 
without qualifying themſelves at all: For I ſuppoſe Mens Births 
right equally extends to Eccleſiaſtical as to Secular Preferments, 
and reaches every jot as much, the Offices in the Church as 
thoſe in the State. This Plea therefore hath a large Citcle, and 
if they could but get it paſs, would do their buſineſs all at once; 
and not only ſtop this Law, but overthrow all the reſt, Ne- 
vertheleſs, this Author has a great many ſad-Effes, which he 
reckons up as the Conſequences of this Bill To exclude the Diſ 


enters Laus Places, would be to prevent them wholly from aſſiſting in 


the Defence of her Majeſty (p. 11.) That Excluſion having a direct ten- 
dency to alienate their Minds (from the Church) and to make it 
wholly uſeleſs to them, to turn their Thonghts upon her Majeſty's defence, 
but abſolutely neceſſary to divert them to contrive their own preſervation 
(p. 26.) A very odd way of proſecuting a War, to create Uneaſineſs at 
home (p. 31.) It will alarm and cement the Diſſentert. Such a Perſecu- 
rion muſt needs unite them in more prudeut meaſures, and a more ſteady 
application to obtain better Securities (p. 49.) No likclier method to de- 


 ſtroy the Ceremonies, than to enrage and exaſperate the Diſſenters (ibid.) 


Hihat can be an extraordinary occaſion to admit Diſſenters into Offices, 
if it be not when we have the moſt valuable things to contend for, and 
the moſt united ſtrength to centend with; and when we conſequently want 
all our joynt powers to eppoſe it (p. 58.) Now here we have a very 
fair Account of the Party. This Author pleads their Caule 
but J defie the High-flown Church- man, or Ceremony-monger 
(as he calls them) to give a worſe Character of them. Some 
few of them muſt not be excluded from Offices, but preſently 
the whole Party is alarm'd, are enraged and exaſperated (as he ex- 


preſſes it.) The Toleration it ſeems hath had extraordinary 


Effect and tended mightily to cool and quiet tiem ; when, be- 


others: But it ſeems what is Favour in others, is 
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eauſe they cannot have every thing they have a mind to, they 

row peeviſn, and impatient, and run into Rage and Fury. This 

ews what Moderate Men they are, and how fit to teach Modera- 
rion to others. If they are excluded from Places, it prevents 
them wholly from aſſiſting in the defence of Her Majeſty. hilly 
prevents them; that I take to be in all refpects whatever. And 
why ſo, I pray? Is there no way to aſſiſt Her Majeſty, but by: 
having of Places! How many thouſands are there in the Nati- 
on who heartily aſſiſt Her Majeſty with their Prayers, Purfes 
and Perſons too, in their proper Stations, who never had, ne- 
ver expected any Places? But it feems their Caſe is peculiar ; 
they muſt be brib'd and hired, or there is no Aſſiſtance to be had 
from them; for tis wholly uſeleſs to them ſo much as to turn 
their Thoughts upon Her Majeſty's Defence. Wholly wſcl:ſs to 
them; that is, they ſhall get nothing by it, and the Nation may 
fink or ſwim, except they can find their Particular Account in 
it. He tells us, and tells us truly; that being engaged in a War 
againſt a potent Enemy, we conſequently want all our joynt Powers 
zo oppoſe it. But the Conſequence of that is too, that they will 
not joyn their Powers, but keep them to themſelves : For if 
they have not Places, they can do nothing at all. But 
this, as bad as it is, is not the worſt of the Caſe, tis only nega- 
tive; and they, like good Subjects, only abſtract their Aſiſtance 5 
and the Government. muſt ſhift for it ſelf as welt as it can, and 
muſt expect no help from them. But that which follows, is of 
another Nature. He tells us, it. will ment the Diſſenters, Ce- 
ment them in what? In matters of Religion? make them unite 
better in their Worſhip and Devotion? No, No, that is not 
at all concern'd in the matter; but in pure Worldly and ungod- 


ly Politicks. It muſt needs unite them in more prudent meaſures and a 


more ſteddy Application to obtain better Securities. I ſuppoſe, no body 
need to be told what they mean by better Securities. The Tolera- 
tion they have already; but tat it ſeems is no Security to them, 
except they have alſo Dominion and Power. And it is as eaſie 
to underſtand what they mean by prudent Meaſures, To be fure 
not the meaſures of Meeknefs and Modeſty, of Quiet and 
Patience, of Submiſſion and Duty; but ſuch as are the Effects 


Of Rage and Exaſp ration, the Conſequences of alienated Minds 


for theſe are the rare Qualities he tells us the excluding them 
from places will produce in them. d what are the natural 
Effects of theſe brutiſh Paſſions, but Sedition and Mutiny ! And 
their thus uniting, is Caballing againſt the Government; joyn- 
ing their Indeavours to diſturb, and if they can, to ruine, both 
Church and State. However, he tells us, it muſt reeds be — 

| that 
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he ſays before, tis ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY rv 


d wert them to contrive their own Preſervation. Bleſs us! What's the 


matter? A Man would imagine, that upon ſuch a hideous cry, 


the Gaols were full of them, and they were all going to be pro- 


ſcrib!d and baniſh'd ; Whereas they-enjoy as much Peace, Quiet, 
and Security as any in the Nation, and may always do ſo it 
they pleaſe. Cannot a few People be excluded from Places, 
but the whole Party muſt preſently be in an,Uproar, and threa- 
ten the Government with their angry Reſentments? That they 


will unite and joyn together, and contrive, and embroil, and 
do the Lord knows what? Now it this be the true Character 


of the Party, and the Author knows them well enough, if they 


are come to that boldneſs to threaten and to publiſhtheir Threac- 
nings too, tis high time for the Government and the good Peo- 


ple of the Nation to look about them; and 'tis mere Vanity, to 
think to Satisfic them with a few. Places; for theſe are Reaſons 
will always hold, and they can cement, unite, contrive, and 

roject to the end of the Chapter; and never leave till they 
— threatned themſelves into all the Places of the Nation. Am- 


bition and Covetouſneſs are Appetites inſatiable: They have 
no Bounds, nor End; and ſo long as theſe Topicks will paſs, to 
be ſure they will never want preſſing them till they have got 


all the Power into their own Hands. Our Author offers very 
fair already: For he tells us (p. 11.) That the Diſſenters have been 


equally xealous to preſerve the Conſtitution from Alterations of every ſort; 


they impartially eppos d the unreaſonable and precipitate meaſures of K. 
Charles the firſt, and the beheading him afterwards, and ere very 
inſtrumental in r r about the Reſtauration. In K. Charles the ILA V. 
Days, they offer 

the Papiſts receive the benefit, or the State any detriment ; they did what 
they could to exclude the D. of York, and ſave us the Danger and E x- 

pence a Revolution 5 and when it Was neceſſary they had the Honour 
to pve the ay to it, and heartily abut it together with the Settlement 
of the Crown, and Succeſſion ; They have been the forward:ſt to give 
and to pay Taxes, and to fill tht Loanes when Credit was the loweſt ; 

and no Men hawe been more faithful in ſerving the Government ; They 
nm: wer oppoſed e into the IWar, never of Ra Money» Bulls, or gave 


them unneceſſary Delays ; and in fine they have the firmeſt Reſolutions. 
to uſe their Power to the ſervice of the illieſtrious Family of Hanover 
(p. 31.) And thereſore having done ſuch good things for the 
Government and Kingdom, or entitling themſelves to them 


whether they have done them or no; they ought to be preferr'd 
85 | before 
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that is, they are reſolvd to do it, whatever comes on it, as 


thomſel ves a perpetual Sacrifice, rather than ler 


a 


o 9 1 


before all others; and to the beſt Poſts ; otherwiſe they ſhall be 
wholly diſabled from affiſting Her Majeſty, and they. muſt ce- 


ment, and unite in taking more prudent meaſures; and put their 


Menaces, and their Merits together, their great Deſerts, and 
their as great Threatnings ; I ſuppoſe they are irrefragable rea- 
ſons, why they muſt be admitted to all, at leaſt to the beſt Pla- 
ces of the Nation? But whether this be an Argument for, or 
againſt the OT pong Heads. to determine. 

For a Concluſion, Let the true Sons of the Church of Eu- 
land bear with me, if I take the boldneſs to become their hum- 
ble Monitor. If they do not ſee in what poſture they are; let 

them look into the laſt mentioned Author, where they will find e- 

nough in all conſcience to open the Eyes of any People in the World. 

Toni not (ſays he) be thought to go about to prove, that to admit Diſ- 
ſenters to Offices ws not in ſome meaſure inconſiſtent with the Doctrines 
of the Divine Right of Kingly Authority, or with the Doctrines of 
abſolute Non-reſiftance and Paſſive Obedience (p. 10.) If it be in- 
conſiſtent with the Doctrines, tis inconſiſtent too with the 
Perſons who maintain theſe Doctrines: And I need not tell 
you whom. he means. Again, Two contending Parties are better 
rhan one domineering one: And the Peace that's founded upon the Power 
of ENGLAND's falling entirely into the Hands Fj one of the Parties, 
will be a Peace withour Liberty or Union; and will make good the 
Character that one of the Parties has gon: under long ſince, That 
they ll unite with none but themſelves, and have peace with no body but 
their Slaves. (p. 20.) Theſe are hard Words, my Maſters ; But I 
promiſe you, if ever they get into Power, they'll take effectu- 
al care to cure your Domineering ; and it ſeems there is no Peace 
to be had with them, except they can have Places ; nay, they 
are downright Slawes, if they have not ſome part at leaſt of the 
Power of ENGLAND. Well, this is a hard caſe, and I know 
but one way to prevent it; That you make your Slaves your 
Maſters ; 'and then, it may be, you may have Peace, He again 
tells yau, That à great many people mean ſomething elſe by the _ 
ty of the Church, than the Security of its Articles : And when they 
ho the Admiſſion of Diſſcnters into Offices i inconſiſtent with it, 
they mean tu inconſiſtent with the preſervation of thoſe Tenents which 
are either no part of the Articles, or le neceſſary; as, the Divine 
Right of Epiſcopacy, the abſolute' Neceſſiry of an uninterrupted Succeſſi= 
en down from the Apoſtles, the Epiſcopal Form, together with the pre- 
ſent Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, abſtratted from its Doctrine 
and Diſcipline. And then a little after it follows, To ſay — 
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# can rune or def! 
hope no body will ever ſee it: But, to be ſure, tis not for want 


of good will: For he himſelf, when he appeals to Experience, 


ſays, Let ber (the Church) try to find any Inſtance of the Diſſinters 


endeavouring her Ruin, beſides the lawful and open Attempts which 


they made upon «ll occaſions after a further Reformation of the Church, 
(p. 40.) And it is perfectly needleſs to explain what they now 
do, and always have meant, by a further Reformation. Alas tis 


only to reform away Fpiſcepacy, tbe Liturgy, the Rites and Ceremo- 
nies 5 Which are ſuch ſmall things, that if they were lopt off, 


the Church would not be in the leaſt danger : For this Au- 
thor ſays expreſly (p. 3%) Without which ſhe world continue to be the 
ſame ſound Proteſtant Church of ENGLAND, as much as a Turk 
would continue a Turk, thongh he ſhould part with his Vet, his Swaſh 
or his Turbant, Yes, withovt all doubt, as a Man left ſtark naked, 
is the fame Man till ; yet, I ſuppoſe that thoſe who ſtript him 
were very mercileſs and inhumane Thieves, altho' they did not 
ſteal away his Manhood, And, ſeeing the Author loves the Com- 
pariſon, he may apply it a little further: If any Perſons ſhould 
rob a Turk of his Vel, Swaſh and Turbant, and then tell him 
We have done you no wrong; your Limbs and Entrails are as 
they were, and you are the ſame Turk {till ; I ſuppoſe he would 
think this aggravated their Villainy : They could not be con- 


tented only to robb him, but they muſt inſult him too. Well, 


if this be not enough, and plain enough too, to ſhew you upon 
what Terms you ſtand with them; He is yet plainer and buld- 
cr, (p. 52.) He puts the Queſtion, What to be dome 2pith the Di/- 
ſenters? And after having introduc'd the Example of Herennine 
Pontius (which is nothing at all to the purpoſe, as being no pa- 


rallel Caſe in any one particular) he thus replies: Either deal with 


them as. true Friends to the Church «nd State, or as dangerous Enemies ; 
if dangerous, they ought to be ſecur'd, proſerib d, and cannot tell What; 
but if true Friends, let them be impartially treated, &c. And a little 
aſter it follows, To deal with them in ſome Inſtances as Friends, and 
in. other as Hnemies; to diveſt them of ſome Power, and not of all 


IS TO PROVOKE THEM TO CONTRIVE ILLEGAL 


METHODS, and to leave them Strength enough to put (hi in exc 
ention, Do you want any more? If you do, I can furniſh you; 


\ For in lis Preface, purſuant to the ſame purpoſe, he lays down 


this general: Aſſertion, (p. 4.) A Law that eſeabliſh's any one Re- 


$M ; ' N g ; 0 þ 0 , 
lizions Party, will agavicve all othere, and will be oppos d and mY 
a 5-0 | : f | | 44H «i 


92 e E _— than 
\ 9 1 


t „ : 
7 * 8 . 
F 
[3 44 CITY FT 7 *. * N 
* EY 1 \ 
Y £ * 


1 don't know but that the Admiſſion of Diſſenters into Offices, may be 4 55 Py "5 ; A} 
improper means to gy theſe Mens Church, tho I can't ſee how even q 
| eftroy it. (p. 33.) Perhaps he can't fee it, and © 
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Ad you are beholding to the Author 


© truſt to. It would be a Reflection on your Underſtandings, 
Hould I undertake to explain 008 or draw any Inferences 
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' BOOKS lately printed for Richard Wilkin at the 


with a Poſtſeript containing a Liſt of above twenty Perſons, moſt of which were 


 Te-Bowg March 27.1154. for Reformation of Manners. By V. Bift. 
Presbyzerian Loyalty in Two Parts. e non Oe 
Several Evidences which have not yet appear'd in the Controverſie concerning 
the Author of EIKON BASILIKE ; produc'din a Letter to the Reverend 
Mr. Kagſtafe, By F. T. of Plinouth, | | = 
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for his Plainneſs. He 


A OE: 


hath laid the Caſe before you, and told you what you muſt 


from them. They are as viſible as t 


e Sun, and apparent to all 
the World. . e . 
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King's-Head in St, Paul's Chureb- Tard. 


AO leration truly ſtated, Or, a Reviewof a late Pamphlet, entituled, Aſo- 
IVI deration a Vertus, With a Prefatory Diſcourſe to Dr, D'oenant con · 
eerning his late Eſſays on Peace and War. | . . 
An. mata ein, info the Cauſes of Rebellion and Civil War in this 
Kingdom; In an Examination of Dr, Aennett's Sermon, Jau. 31, 1703. and 
Vindication of the Royal Martyr. . | FFF 
A Fair Way with the Diſſenters and their Patrons: Not writ by Mr. 5 
or any other Furious Jacobite, whether Olergy man or Layman, but by a very ' 
Moderate Perſon, and Duritul Subject to the QUEEN. V 
The Chriſtian Religion as profels'd by a Daughter of the Ch. of England. 
Animadverſions on ſome Paſſages of Mr. Edm. Calamy's Abtidgment of Mr. 
K. Baxter's Life and Times; Ina Dialogue betwixt a Church- man and a Peace. 
able Diſſenrer ; In which are ſhewn the ffection of him and his Worthies, to 
the Eſtabliſhment, in Church and State, and rhe Tendency of their Principles; 


converted from the Church of Rome by Archbiſhop Lau d, and the reſt preſery'd | 
by him from embracing. the Errors of Popery ; being a ſufficient Anſwer to 

the notorious Scandal lately caſt upon that excellent Prelate, by the Seditious 

Author of the Ob/ervator. In Two Parts. . 
Plain- Dealing; In anſwer to Plain-Engliſb, a Sermon preich'd at St. 


